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Moravian Mission Memorial 


Old Dansbury Cemetery 
Stroudsburg, Penn. 
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A-PREFACE 


This, sketch is a recapitulation of various historical 
facts gathered from more elaborate volumes, con- 
cerning a part of the country with a most interesting 
past, whose early settlers were subjected to unusually 
severe trials, and concerning which little or nothing 
has been said in our common school histories. In 
fact, much of its history is not a matter of common 
knowledge even locally, although the sufferings of 
its early settlers were as great in proportion to their 
numbers as were those of the early Massachusetts 
and Virginia settlers, of which we know so many 
details. 


Many a traveler, who is struck with admiration at 
the wonderful scenery in the neighborhood of the 
Delaware Water Gap, has little, if any, knowledge 
of the tragedies connected with the ground over 
which he is passing, or realizes that settlements ex- 
isted there, and enterprises were conducted there, 


before the city of Philadelphia came into being. 


R..B. 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
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OLD DANSBURY 


Looking at the early periods of American History, by 
Centuries, it is evident that the 16th Century was distin- 
guished by discovery and exploration. Such settlements as 
were attempted were made by soldiers of fortune, whose 
main idea was personal gain, actuated by dreams of gold to 
be obtained by military conquest and enslaving the aborigines. 
These adventurers, made up of the restless spirits of various 
European nations, were not in any way qualified to start 
permanent and successful settlements. In every case, that 
most essential element—the agriculturist—had no place at all. 





The 17th Century was very little better, for during that 
period the great immigrations arose, through religious perse- 
cution or aggrandizement, and while there was less of the 
purely military element, the artisans were far more largely 
represented than the plain tiller of the soil. The European 
peasant had clung doggedly to his old established religion, 
and it was only the destruction caused by the wars which 
were waged back and forth across his acres that discouraged 
him. The Puritan settlement in New England, although 
far from establishing that religious liberty which they claimed, 
and allowing only church members to vote politically, is 
distinguished for facing its difficulties, and promptly begin- 


ning to force its sustenance from an unfavorable soil. 


By the 18th Century, it had become plainly apparent 
that a settlement must farm or starve, and with an increase 
of agriculturists, and consequent production of sustenance, 
the settlements made phenomenal progress, especially in those 
communities which were established under able rule and 
leadership, with the idea of permanent homes,—not imme- 
diate, unearned riches. 


In 1664, during the reign of Charles II of England, an 
English expedition under the command of Col. Richard 
Nicolls captured New Amsterdam from the Dutch, and sub- 
sequently all of the Dutch dependencies on the Hudson,— 
including Esopus, (Kingston), Schenectady, and Fort Orange, 
(Albany) ,—were surrendered to the English. 
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The Hollanders of Kingston, together with some fifty 
families of Huguenots from Piedmont in France, who had 
arrived with the Dutch and settled among them in Ulster 
County, N. Y., had already spread up the valleys of the 
Esopus and Rondout Creeks, crossed the Shawangunk (pro- 
nounced Shan-gum) mountains, and passed down the Never- 
sink Valley, settling about 1690 near Cuddebackville, N. Y., 
and later in the valley between Huguenot and Port Jervis, 
N. Y., of today. The Neversink River was then called the 
Machackemack, and Port Jervis was known as Machacke- 
mack. Below this, for thirty or forty miles on both sides of 
the Delaware, lay a charming country for agriculture, which 
was watered by numerous smaller tributary streams to the 
Delaware, and called the Minisink Flats,—a favorite hunting. 
ground of the Indians. 


It seems quite clear that the first occupation of this 
territory by whites has no connection with the settlement by 
way of Kingston which began about 1700. Years before 
that, a company of miners from Holland had operated for 
copper, a few miles above Wallpack, on the Jersey side of 
the Delaware, and had built the Old Mine Road, about a 
hundred miles long, to carry ore to Esopus. Specimens of 
ore from this region were exhibited in Holland as early as 
1659, but operations were discontinued at the time of the 
English accession to power. It was along this road, how- 
ever, that the early settlers arrived in what is now Monroe 
County, Pennsylvania. 


The pioneer settler was Nicholas Dupuis (Depue, 
_ Depuy), who settled in Lower Smithfield Township, in what 
is now the village of Shawnee, about 1725. He built a 
stone house, which descended to his son, Samuel Depue, 
who became very well known during the French and Indian 
War. A number of families settled in this neighborhood, 
and also just across the Delaware in Jersey at Wallpack, 
many of whom were Dutch people from Kingston, N. Y. 
The settlement at Shawnee and vicinity grew steadily. 


Under Col. Nicolls, whose expedition accomplished the 
English supremacy in New York State, was Captain Daniel 
Brodhead, who was afterwards assigned with his company 
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A Survey (not dated) from the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania, Misc. Mss. of Northampton County, 
page 49. 


The McMichael tract is so named in error. It be- 
longed first to Lynford Lardner, then to Dirck Van 
Vliet, then to Jacob Stroud. McMichael owned the 
8-acre gore between Culver and Lardner, which prob- 
ably caused the error, when naming adjacent prop- 
erties. . 







ee ee eee 
rl 





» . 
| wy : 
eenr of % : 
: ~ o . 
. % gee et 
asaya ; 
; 
Bets cies, adda 
' 
ey <nit 
; ‘ 
qAanoe AG ! | 
“ AMAA 7 
PST a AaBsHoO0eaAs i 


GAMACAG 


¥ 
¥ yy Pe a eel 


-~* #* 
4 


ra 





Laiabipg peace Pamoegae: wae 
ii oe 


at. . 


IPA nM WS oth 
; re te 





ry - 





os 


to maintain peace and order as “Captain-General of the 
Esopus.” He took up a permanent residence at Marbletown 


-(near Kingston) and raised a family there. Among his 


grand-sons was Daniel, son of Richard, who was born April 
2097 1693: 


Daniel Brodhead had no doubt become familiar with the 


attractive features of the Minisink Flats and surrounding 


country in Eastern Pennsylvania for settlement purposes. 
His experience had been broad. In 1726 he was a merchant 
at Albany, and in 1730 a licensed Indian trader. About 
1735, he acquired 1,000 acres of land, afterwards purchasing 
500 acres more, to the southwest of the Shawnee settlement, 
laid out a town a mile or more square at the junction of the 
Analomink and Pocono Creeks, and called the place Dans- 
bury, after himself. The name Analomink Creek was also 
changed to Brodhead’s Creek. He finally moved to the spot 
in 1737, built a house (northwest of the one built by his 
sons, which is still standing in East Stroudsburg, about 500 
yards northeast of the iron bridge over Brodhead’s Creek), 
called his estate Brodhead Manor, and gave his attention to 
developing the settlement. He was commissioned a Justice 
on September 25, 1747, and was thenceforward known as 
Judge Brodhead, the founder of a large family in Eastern 
Pennsylvania. His own family made quite a starter, as he 
had five sons. He died in Bethlehem in 1755, just as the 
heavy troubles were beginning for the town which he had 
founded, his own home being among those burned by the 
Indians. 


It is quite evident that Brodhead induced a number of 
families in Marbletown, N. Y., and vicinity, to join him in 
his enterprise, and as his property was located only five or 
six miles from Shawnee, where many of their contemporaries 
in the Esopus region had already made their homes, it follows 
that what is now Monroe County was largely peopled at 
first by these New York State men from the Hudson,— 
Dutch, English, French Hugenots, and even a Spaniard or 
two. There were a few German Palatinates in the neighbor- 


hood, although these people had largely settled in south- 


eastern Pennsylvania and near Schoharie, N. Y. It was a 
lovely country to which Brodhead had come, with its wooded 
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slopes and mountain streams, but it needed the sturdy backs 
and stout hearts of a considerable body of men to convert 
that Paradise of the Indian into*the cultivated fields and 
habitable dwellings of the white man. There is written 
testimony to the excellence of the locality. On June 24, 
1756, Commissary James Young, on an inspection trip at 


- Fort Hamilton, reports that the fort is on land better than 


any he had yet seen near the Blue Mountains. 


While the names and number of the actual first settlers 
are not available so far as is known, the following names are 
common to both the vicinity of Kingston, N. Y., and Dans- 
bury as early as 1740: Brodhead, Clark, Countryman, Hill 
man, Schoonmaker, Teed, Wheeler, and Williamson. It is 
not so easy to locate the points from which the other settlers 
came, although New England furnished at least two,— 
Ephraim Culver and Elisha Johnson. That the settlement 
was prosperous after that is evidenced by the rapid increase 
in numbers, indicated by the dates of the surveys, until a 
comparison of lists and surveys shows a community of seventy 
or eighty families at the beginning of the Indian troubles in 
1755. Also, the numerous applications at about that time 
for warrants for land, in addition to that already held, shows 
a healthy and contented spirit on the part of the inhabitants. 
Land could be bought of the Proprietaries at the rate of 
Fifteen Pounds Ten Shillings current money of the Province 
for each hundred acres, and a yearly quit-rent of One Half- 
Penny Sterling for every acre. Thus the Pennsylvania 
Colonists comprised “Land Tenantry”’,—quite different from 
the “Free-Holders” of New England, which was one of the 
reasons, later on, why the Wyoming Valley settlers pre 
ferred the jurisdiction of Connecticut, under whose charter 
they claimed to be living. 


With the advent of their church, which will be described 
hereafter, the Dansbury settlers began to have a real com- 
munity life, as things went in those days. In 1755 Ephraim 
Culver had a grist mill and a saw mill, while John Drake and 
John McMichael each had a saw mill. From the location of 
their properties, these mills were no doubt on McMichael’s 
Creek, in the lower part of present Stroudsburg, and on 
Pocono Creek. | 
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In 1752, a King’s Court had been established at Easton, 
some twenty miles directly south, which point became the 
seat of legal administration. ‘Justice Brodhead held local 
sway. The reproduction of a petition of June 13, 1752, for 
a new constable for Dansbury, (Misc. Mss. Page 53, Hist. 
Soc. Penn.), shows the following men to have been residents 
of Dansbury at that date: John Pierce, Joseph Seely, John 
McMichael, Benjamin Andrews, Matthew Roe, Jonathan 
Barber, John Hillman, Henry Countryman, Joseph Sawin, 
William Clark, Robert Longshore, William Castin, Edward 
Connor, Elisha Johnson, Joshua Parker, John Drake, Dennis 
Reser, Jeremiah Wright, Samuel Goodrich, and Hugh Pugh. 


Up to the beginning of the French and Indian War there 
is every evidence that Dansbury was a cheerful and thriving 
settlement. The inhabitants were hearty, thrifty and hard- 
working. While they were God-fearing and reverent people, 
there was little in the social life to suggest the suffocating 
atmosphere of New England and the Northern Provinces. 
Ministers were actively interested, but the colonist was not 
unceasingly under the cold and critical eye of a Puritan 
elder, or the urge of an over-zealous priest, in every detail 
of daily life. This was probably due to the fact that the 
temporal and spiritual authority were not vested in the same 
hands, or yoked together. The “Reformed” nature of the 
community precluded the evils which invariably accompany 
the temporal rule of any ecclesiastic. 


It is not easy to picture the actual daily life in the settle 
ment. Records are not those of every-day existence except 
in the case of Indian troubles. Life was hard, and literature 
a luxury. The settlers were farmers, smiths, weavers, 
coopers, mill-wrights and the like,—the writers being largely 
of the clergy, and few of them. There was, without doubt, 
a helpful community spirit, but each private life must have 
been very lonesome. Roads were poor, and communication 
dificult, being almost entirely afoot.or on horse-back. Edu- 
cation was another difficult question, and the only school in 
the neighborhood seems to have been a small one at Wall- 
pack which was started by the Moravian missionaries. In 
1753 the first four days of the week were school-days. The 
‘women had a strenuous time of it, often with five or six 
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(and sometimes ten or twelve) youngsters to feed, clothe, 
and if possible to educate a little, in addition to their heavy 
household duties. There are extant very few likenesses of 
these men and women of Dansbury. Artists in those days 
were scarce, and means to pay for such luxuries were small. 
Photography was of course far off in the future. It did not 
occur to the people of that day to leave written descriptions 
of themselves, their kindred, and their mode of living, any 
more than it occurs to the present generation as individuals 
to do so, and no illustrated newspapers and magazines were 
there to supply the deficiency. 


Here and there a stone house was built, but the large 
majority were log houses. There was always danger of some 
sly, unexpected hostility on the part of the roaming Indians, 
but no occasion for real dread until 1755. Then, over forty 
houses in the immediate neighborhood were burned within 
one month. 


That was at the out-break of the French and Indian War, 
precipitated by Braddock’s defeat at Fort Duquesne, and 
with that catastrophe there started a terrible time for Dans- 
bury, which, in fact, really destroyed the settlement of that 
name. 


Before entering upon the history of that disastrous period, 
it might, perhaps, be well to reconstruct this settlement, as 
far as can be done authentically after so many years, and list 
as many of its population as can be accurately ascertained. 


From old maps, patents, land-surveys, and deeds, the ap- 
pended map of Dansbury in the period of 1750-1755 has 
been laid down, with the present Stroudsburg super-imposed, 
so that the relative positions can be seen. A strict accuracy 
has been maintained as far as the surveys are concerned, but 
some slight lee-way must be allowed where it has been neces- 
sary to trust to written descriptions only, for the site of 
buildings, etc., without a surveyor’s record. Everything in 
black belongs to the former settlement. 


Brodhead’s*Manor lay east of Brodhead’s Creek, with 
Robert Allison’s plantation to the south of it. Immediately 
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west of the creek, and to the north, was Jochem Shoemaker’s. 
Next below, came William Clark’s farm, later the property 
of Robert Parks.. Next on the south came Ephraim Culver’s 
tract, originally warranted to Daniel Brodhead in 1750, but 
later patented to Culver. It is quite probable that this ar- 
rangement included the reservation of the triangle at the 
junction of McMichael’s Creek and Brodhead’s Creek for 
the Moravian Mission’s purposes. 


Next below came the farm of Samuel Gutridge 
(Goodrich), from London, England, which later was 
patented to Peter Hollingshed. South again below Good- 
rich were the tracts of Jochem Shoemaker, and Robert 
Levers of Wind Gap. East of Brodhead Manor were the 
farms of John VanCampen, Daniel Shoemaker, Francis 
Jones, and Jonathan Barber, while still further on, in Dela- 
ware Valley, lived Robert Longshore, Robert Hanna, John 
Fish, Manuel Gunsolus, and Joseph Sawin, and furthest up 
Brodhead Creek lived George Salathe and his son-in-law, 
Michael Schour. Not shown on this map, but half way to 
the head of Cherry Creek, and about three miles west of 
Culver, lived John McDowell, and east of him, along the 
creek in Cherry Valley, were the properties of Nicholas 
Weeser, Abraham Miller, Adam Snall, Samuel Drake, and 
Hugh Pugh. 


Next west of Culver was a large tract of 310 acres, 
patented to Lynford Lardner in 1741. He was not a resi 
dent of Dansbury, but was a Member of the Governor's 
Council. He was a brother-inlaw of John, Thomas and 
Richard Penn, and became a large land-holder in eastern 
Pennsylvania through tracts given to him in consideration 
of five shillings, and for services rendered by him to the 
Penns. This tract was later acquired by Dirck VanVliet, 
and was owned by him at the beginning of the Indian War. 
VanVliet was a prosperous farmer of Shawnee and Wal- 
pack, who had moved there from Kingston, N. Y. This 
fine tract is of special interest historically, because Fort Ham+- 
ilton stood in a corn field in the lower part of it, and is also 
of modern interest, because a large section of the business 
and residential portion of Stroudsburg occupies it today. 
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VanVliet bought it for 310 pounds —a high value at the 
time. (Easton Docket A, Book I, Page 191). 


South of this VanVliet tract lay a property watered by 
Pocono and McMichael’s Creeks, consisting of 200 acres, 
which was warranted originally to John Clarke in 1738. The 
warrant conditions were not complied with by Clarke, and 
the warrant and survey became utterly void. Solomon Jen- 
nings paid the consideration money, and a warrant was 
granted to him in 1747. The tract later passed to John 
Drake. 


North of the large VanVliet tract lay the property of 
John Pierce, the Constable of Dansbury, and also another 
smaller plot belonging to John McMichael. Daniel Brod- 
head acquired the Pierce property at the death of Pierce 
in 1752. 


West of the Drake tract was a plantation of 205 acres, 
originally surveyed to Daniel Brodhead, in the name of his 
daughter, Ann Garton, and sold by him to Daniel and Henry 
Gaber, without complying with the terms of the warrant. 
The tract was taken in execution by the Sheriff, and sold 
at public vendue to Aaron Dupui, of Shawnee, who was 
granted a Patent in 1762. West of VanVliet were the 
tracts of Wm. Peter Knolton, John McMichael, John Wil- 


liamson and William Parsons. 


Further west along McMichael’s Creek were the plan- 
tations of Matthew Rowe, John Hillman, Joshua Parker, 
Joseph Barber, Elisha Johnson, Joseph Haines, and others. 


It is natural to wonder who the actual inhabitants of 
Dansbury were, when the Indian War broke out in 1755,— 
the settlement then being about twenty years old. It is a 
question of such interest that a large number of written 
records of various sorts have been carefully searched and 
compared, to determine the names as accurately as possible, 
without trusting to hear-say. 


Appended to this article are a number of lists, from 
actual documents, which include practically all of the males. 
It is almost irapossible to determine accurately the names of 
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the women and children. Some of them are included in the 
Smithfield Church Register, and the Moravian Church Ar- 
chives, but the records of the greater part of them have 
either never been made, or else have been lost. 


The sad fact is, that in a vast majority of cases, the only 
public record of the women and children of those early days 
is the church record, and when that has been lost, all traces 
have vanished. Even the early U. S. Census Lists named 
the men only,—simply enumerating the women and children. 
In this paper, the wives of the male inhabitants have been 
mentioned wherever possible. 


The question of who actually founded Dansbury (sub- 
sequently the Stroudsburgs), and the date of its foundation, 
is of sufficient interest to warrant careful and impartial in- 
vestigation. It has been commonly stated that the Founder 
was one Peter LaBar, and the year 1730. This statement 
seems to be based largely on hear-say, and needs deeper re- 
search to be established as historical fact. A statement also 
exists that “Fort Hamilton was built around the house of 
Peter LaBar, who owned the tract on which it stood, and 
often assisted those who came for refuge to his family in 
Fort Hamilton.”* This statement is also open to close 
examination. It is the reminiscence, at over one hundred 
years of age, of George LaBar, who was born in 1763,— 
some years after Fort Hamilton was abandoned. Let us 
examine the authentic recorded facts: 


The three LaBar brothers,—Charles, Abraham and Peter, 
—were early immigrants from France to this country. They 
are supposed to have landed at Philadelphia in 1730, but 
their names do not appear in the ship lists of that date, nor 
subsequently. They would have come under the law of 
1727, which required all immigrants to Pennsylvania to 
register and take the oath of allegiance. Why they were 
not listed is not known. Peter LaBar received a Warrant 
November 2, 1734, on which a survey was returned, for 
150 acres at New Goshenhoppen, partly in Bucks, partly in 
Philadelphia County. No Patent was issued. Eventually 


-*Nore—From “A Centenarian of Monroe County,” by Burrell, in 1870. 
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the brothers made their way up country to the present site 
of Mount Bethel,—about a mile southwest of present Port- 
land, and about the same distance from the Delaware River. 
They lived together, as hunters, until marriage and increas 
ing families caused separation. These brothers unquestion- 
ably founded Mount Bethel. Then in February, 1737, Peter 
applied to the Penn Proprietaries for a Warrant to take up 
250 acres of land “‘scituate on Lechaig Creek, adjoining Jacob 
Meyer and John Preis.” (Lehigh Creek flowed into the 
Lehigh River at present Allentown.) The conditions of 
this Warrant were not fulfilled, and it became void. But it 
shows that LaBar wanted land about four miles south of 
Allentown, in 1737. Meanwhile Brodhead was at Dans- 
bury. Charles LaBar stayed at Mount Bethel. Abraham 
LaBar went on to the Water Gap, at River View. Peter 
LaBar was a taxpayer in Upper Smithfield Township (now 
Pike County) in 1772, and Peter LaBar and Peter LaBar, 
Jr., are both in the Smithfield list of 1774. 


A careful analysis of these facts, when considered with 
much other recorded, but indirect, information of the time, 
leads to the conclusion that Peter LaBar was not the founder 
of Stroudsburg,—surely not in the common acceptance of 
that term, as a legal landholder and permanent settler, and 
certainly not as early as 1730. It would seem from the 
written records that in his early days in Pennsylvania he was 
interested in quite another section of the then Bucks County, 
from the view-point of settling, and that, although at times 
he probably hunted over much of what was known as Lower 
Smithfield Township, so did others, and there is no authentic 
evidence that he did so as early as 1730. 


In the early records of Dansbury,—especially the very 
complete daily Moravian Church Diaries,—there is no men- 
tion whatever of Peter LaBar, there is no written evidence 
that he was ever a permanent settler of the place, and he 
certainly never had any recorded legal claims to property in 
the settlement. On the other hand, it is much more likely 
that he eventually moved to the neighborhood of Shawnee, 
—five or six miles east of Dansbury,—where the name LaBar 
was well known a little later, and was frequently recorded. 
There is not a shred of evidence to support the story that he 
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often entertained refugees at his home inside of Fort Hamil 
ton (which stood on the legal property of another man), 
except the recital of the centenarian, George LaBar. A 
much more reasonable supposition*is, that LaBar was also a 
refugee, and may have gathered with others in the fort, like 
them, for protection. Or, more likely still, that Fort Hynd- 
shaw is the one that George LaBar referred to, and not Fort 
Hamilton. Peter signed none of the Petitions sent in by the 
other local land-holders of the time, and it is quite unlikely 
that the name of an aggressive man like LaBar would have 
been entirely absent from all such records of Dansbury, if he 
had really lived there any length of time, and shared the 
common lot of that community. 


This discussion, which is advanced in the interest of 
historical accuracy only, should by no means be taken as 
detracting from any just credit that Peter LaBar might be 
entitled to, in the development of the neighborhood in 
general, for he was beyond question an early resident of the 
County. Many of the name LaBar appear in the patriot 
army lists from Shawnee and other parts of Northampton 
County. Daniel LaBar married a grand-daughter of Col. 
Jacob Stroud, so that there is a close later association of the 
family with Stroudsburg. But, until documentary evidence 
proves to the contrary, it is fair to assume that Daniel Brod- 
head was the first legal property owner and permanent settler 
in Dansbury, which subsequently became the Stroudsburgs 
of today, and that when he and his followers from Kingston, 
N. Y., arrived on the spot it was virgin territory,—except 
possibly for the recorded fact that, when Brodhead applied 
for his land, it was “the place where one John Mathers, an 
Indian Trader, sometime since built a cabbin.” If tempor- 
ary ranging is considered settlement, then it would appear 
that Mathers was really one of the first on the ground. 


Note—In connection with the above, it must be remembered that the 
land in the vicinity of Stroudsburg was not free from dispute, in those early 
times. If we turn to Minute Book K, Pennsylvania Archives, Third Series, 
Vol. I, page 86, we read that Nicholas Dupui, of Shawnee, for some reason 
not quite apparent, endeavored to persuade the Proprietor to revoke the 
Land Warrant granted to Daniel Brodhead, and to acquire it for himself. 
After a long hearing, which does not appear to be entirely free from con- 
nivance against Brodhead, the Warrant was sustained for him. Again, in 
this examination of*"March 29, 1737, and in Brodhead’s application two 
years earlier, no mention is made of Peter LaBar as a settler in the neigh- 


borhood. 
19 


SON EL LLL EAA ALLEL OAD EA NOOO CR OCR LA CO TSE Nt it nic lire tits aaah staal sities alicia lia 


acini /tes SORA NE ate so 


; 
| 
) 
| 
| 





Mere egbet sf anssa on vd blpuile dao. YOR Tae 


. sonstava yiwtosmueob Ivau awh .givdebyor? 


batt nel aes ie rt STON yes eran mods 
nod ton bab od better tefl s spas) aeds ano sly at wet 
od yd at dade enoitieyT okt bo sace mete ols 
yisailo: sikeap: ei, tt bers. om od? Yo 
syed blivow wélst oufil nom svieesipas ne Qo: ans od turks 
ad tt udenedl to ebioos: dose Ne cttont sipeds 4 aged 
913 borsde bas mit to digas! yas sreda ive bed 

ainwtses tad3 to,sob aomimoo 


to yestsvat: silt Ai beonevbe at doidw ctoeuael aT. 

















dd tdigiin switlet yds] sods aibax2 tavy ys mort pronoun 
a bonilcdtigensd sat lo tromqulevsb od? on .08 ar 

ol. ty sesbiest ybrss ns nottesup bnoyad zew od 102 3 
ieinisG od pHi qweqqs 16%sJ smen oda to~yas 
rogqmainoyt to atsaq wiho bas sorwade mer 
kx) to widgueb-baeig 6 bemism wed bined. . 
93 to moltwioozas total sa0ls 6 et sors sels o8 


— lsina mi qos oo wabal ai a pea pda 
tise iosaenneg bus pawo yrisqorq 

eudebuciie sc sauszed yLasupsedue doidw el a a am mi 
HotegaiA mort exwollol eid bas od ro m a 
en aces enw ti Joge sda. no x 





sige, 


wh 3 one Ore 9 36, — ek 
ne tire f ' 
Teka mee is 


Isoa s9¢h10° 


~ 






~ @ 7 
= 7. ae 


~ 


eee sles oo “ : : 
er eee 


ee aos 





‘ 
. 
‘ 
s 
» 
‘ 
i 3 
iP 
Cotes piv y 
‘4, 
Awareva £74 
puoveren( - 

‘4g 
‘ 

' 

+ 

r 

a 

+ 

A 

» 


‘ 
\ 
at 
‘\ 
bo 
moe’ 


*e 2 + 
X Bs ~S 
o s 
ei \ he 
@ t s 
<S a Sie 
é <2 ww 
’ 
f.? ra 7 . ‘st 
ss .) a Xe 
- % “* iit 
*puyrenvi3290 4 ‘e a ay 
gua go Swwey \ 2 4 
e pr: 
=, BL, er 
a ™% wy’ 
Fy M94 ar = A be 2 be «% . 
~ Md ou an Bol a ae oy J XN 
4 ‘4 a \ er, a lyStehe wy *. 
z. ri ae} LEN ave MeiHay 2 * 
5 3° Pht «2 . 
2 1p a4 Ws . on x 
- tt otal . s * . 
F578 NN. sé San, 
\ <5 NZovep AY 
‘ ' 
* aN eo" : wt 
C =: y 5 ‘ a 
Ll wpe 4 he, 
, ° \ - A 
1» = ¢ Pod Sey 
n A 4 - 
? F ye? i 
vo ‘eve worm tea ff e* 740%" ‘ Or ie 
@) ier bd \ awe 
‘ . yr * . 
= 2 






| eee 


ps 9 Saar tng eqn Ses < =se- Ae 


4 
wore Oo FFVHOUN’W DNINIWM 
tm rm OWOYN INIW CIO 
4¥O4 ALvOY SF I4tg A 
* HOMNHD GAZIsHLING Pp BIHBNG AVY ‘+ "NOLIN WHIWON AT 
"HOWOHTD HOIad IWAN 2 "MIITY ABOYyY JOUNOW TL 
HIBVNHD WOBDWAMOVHOWW NOLIINWH 48OZ 2 NosY¥vD I 
*HOWANA HANISINIW ‘ve MYHSONAH 4804 { 


INuszAT 


. 


C SBIANNOD BWaLvYT MOKGS S3INIT a3ii0d) 


‘og LZ) S WINVATASNNGG NuaLSvg so suvd 





’ 
- 
’ 


See we ee wee % 


- 
%. 


, 


hed 
go“ 


= i ty Ve a" 
-_ “ oy al, in -. 

ey ou 
Nous oa ples re pen a eter Ray ' oh: "i 7 1" 
by ee ed ¥ La) 7 ony Pos 


ote heehee teen re | 


i 


f ery | . shed phe : . . 
: Re A He te ee . 
» £ iq , 


ein Re maak i 
| 
TG. si Mids: 
ab yes bi Vis 
tas a 
: 





y fa Ae 
POCA 


pqs re fae be 
i 


We now come to that disastrous period of Indian wars, 
when more than 300 settlers in present Monroe County lost 
their lives, and the settlement of Dansbury was practically 
wiped out. The feeling against the whites in this section 
had been particularly bitter because most of these magnificent 
wild lands had been unjustly taken from the Indians,—prin- 
cipally the Minsi tribe,—on a trumped-up deed or instru- 
ment, purported to have been signed by certain Indian chiefs 
in 1686, known as “the walking purchase.” (See map.) 
The Indians were irreconcilable to this injustice, and their 
rage smoldered for years, only to break out fiercely against 
the settlers when the general war of the English against the 
French broke out, with the Indians on the side of the latter. 
It was the Proprietaries who were to blame in the matter of 
the walking purchase, but the poor settlers had to bear the 
brunt of it, and they were unprepared and practically de- 
fenseless. Many have tried to defend the conduct of Thomas 
Penn in this matter, but it is safe to say that William Penn 
would never have sanctioned it, had he been living. 


From 1740 to 1755 the whole region about Dansbury 
had been more or less uneasy. The disposition of the power’ 
ful Iroquois Confederation (Six Nations), was uncertain, 
the Minsis were irreconcilable, the Shawanese of Wyoming 
were treacherous, and many of the Delawares disaffected. 
The young Delaware chief, Teedyuscung, was constantly 


Note—Briefly, the Walking Purchase purported to be a deed made by 
certain Delaware Chiefs to the Proprietaries in 1686, for territory extending 
from the last preceding purchase northwest as far as a man could walk in 
a day and a half, and then eastward to the Delaware. The paper was marked 
“a copy”, and was unsigned. The original of this instrument has never been 
produced. It was designed to cover the whole region embraced within the 
Forks of the Delaware, and, as it proved, a large portion of the best land in 
the Minisink region beyond the mountains besides,—the exact direction of the 
line, from the end of the walk to the Delaware, being purposely left blank. 
In September, 1737, with the dubious assent of the Indians, three selected 
pedestrians, and three Indians, accompanied by officials on horse-back, started 
at sunrise from the selected point, Wrightstown, and at noon the next day, 
one walker who had maintained a rapid pace, stuck his hatchet into a tree 
on the slope of the Pocono, or Broad Mountain, near Albrightsville, the dis- 
tance being about sixty-five miles from the starting point. The Indians were 
provoked when the walk extended beyond the Kittatinny Mountain, and when 
the line to the Delaware was run north-eastwards and at right angles to the 
line of the walk, instead of due east, thus taking in a large section of their 
favorite hunting grounds, they became enraged, and refused to sanction the 
purchase. Their masters, The Six Nations, insisted on fulfillment of contract, 
however, and the local tribes nursed vengeance in bitterness. 
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active, secretly urging his followers to prepare for vengeance 
and redeem their former title of great warriors. 


Then on July 13, 1755, came the overwhelming defeat of 
Braddock, at Fort DuQuesne, with a loss of over 700 men. 
The news spread with lightning speed. The French influ- 
ence at once became powerfully ascendant, and threw its full 
weight against all English settlements. The savages were 
excited at once, and their long smoldering rage burst out in 
a flood. But true to the Indian character, it was no open 
warfare on a battlefield. Only in the security of greatly 
superior numbers and in skulking secrecy would an attack 
be made, and then on some weak, out-lying settlement, or 
single lonely farm. Many a poor settler lost his life at his 
very door-step, and many a wife and child were carried off 
into captivity. 


In the Dansbury region, the first awful blow fell upon 
the Moravian Mission for the Indians, at Gnadenhuetten 
(now Lehighton), on Mahoning Creek, about 30 miles down 
the Blue Mountains from Dansbury. On the night of No- 
vember 24, 1755, eleven of the sixteen whites in charge of 
the place were massacred with hideous cruelties, seventy 
Christian Indians were forced to flee to Bethlehem, and all 
of the buildings were burned to ruins. From there the In- 
dians proceeded to Hoeth’s settlement, about half-way be- 
tween Gnadenhuetten and Dansbury, and on December 10, 
1755, killed Hoeth and his wife, several of his household, 
and carried off his three daughters. The same day they 
made an attack on the Brodhead’s at Dansbury, but met with 
a stout resistence by Brodhead’s sons,—all excellent marks- 
men,—and were forced to retire, after burning the out- 
buildings. 


But by this time the settlers all along the Blue Mountains 
were rushing, utterly demoralized and panic-stricken, down 
the country to the Moravian places, which seemed to be the 
only harbors of refuge, in such numbers as to overwhelm 
these small places where they sought safety. 


So serious was the out-look that on November 27, 11755, 
the Provincial Government appropriated £60,000 for de- 
fensive forts. It was high time, for the savages were becom- 
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ing bolder in their forays, and practically every remote or 
unprotected farm had been abandoned, and the problem of 
taking care of the refugees was becoming a very serious one. 
These forts, finished in February, 1756, are excellently de 
scribed in “Frontier Forts of Pennsylvania, Vol. I.” The 
one with which this paper is particularly concerned was Fort 
Hamilton, which was located about one block up 9th Street 
from Main, in present Stroudsburg. About six miles to the 
east, near the present village of Bushkill, was Fort Hynd- 
shaw, while at Shawnee, the stone house of Samuel Dupui 
was transformed into a temporary fort. 


The story of the miseries occasioned by this war to the 
settlers of Eastern Pennsylvania, and the many outrages per- 
petrated by the Indians, has been ably told in various papers, 
and need not be repeated here. Appended to this paper is 
a copy of a letter dated December 20, 1755, (unsigned, but 
very probably a report by Major William Parsons of Easton 
to the Provincial authorities), which will give a clear idea of 
the Dansbury situation. The Nazareth Moravian Church 
Diaries give many detailed accounts also, and are quite naive 
in speaking of the relief felt when the refugees departed for 
their homes, after some sort of order had been established. 
The Moravians had shown a true Christian spirit in minis- 
tering to their necessities, but there is no doubt that their 
maintenance was a heavy burden. From January 1, 1756, 
to March 5, the church disbursed 760 yards of woolen stuffs 
and innumerable shoes, hats, suits and other supplies, includ: 
ing food, to 75 individuals and their families, all of which 
are accurately set forth in detail in Rev. Joseph Powell's 
record, now in the possession of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania. It is sufficient to say that for seven long 
years the settlers around Dansbury were never sure what a 
day would bring forth, in sudden surprise by the Indians. 


In 1756, many of the refugees returned, and tried to farm 
_ under the protection of the soldiers at Fort Hamilton. It 
was discouraging work. Let us not lightly minimize these 
discouragements in our easy times. Their losses were well 
nigh irreparable. The common necessities of life had to be 
hauled many miles in those days, and ready money to buy 
them was a scarce article. Country trade was largely a 
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matter of barter, and greatly dependent on farm crops. 
Families were large, and it was difficult to care for young 
children. Infant mortality was appalling. The only medi- 
cal help was at Bethlehem,—one physician and his assistant. 
The duties of the house-wife were endless. If the mother 
of a family died, it was a practical necessity for the father 
to remarry as soon as he possibly could, and vice-versa. 
When savage raids, resulting in the loss of all their little 
property, were added to the other difhculties, the situation 
became unendurable. So it is no wonder that, little by little, 
the settlement lost ground. Whole families moved to safer 
sections of the country. The place became merely a collec 
tion of widely scattered farms and abandoned plantations. 
Then the Revolutionary War broke out, and the whole 
miserable business started all over again. It was not until 
1779, when General Sullivan’s expedition to New York 
State dealt heavy retribution to the Indians, and practically 
destroyed the Iroquois Confederacy, that the neighborhood 
began to be fairly safe for agricultural pursuits. 


Col. Jacob Stroud, who had been raised at Shawnee by 
Nicholas Depui, returned from war service, and gradually 
acquired many of the old plantations. When his son Daniel 
succeeded him, a town was laid out on the sites of the old 
farms, and in 1806, Dansbury, which had gradually for some 
years come to be known informally as “Stroud’s Town”, be- 
came officially Stroudsburg. 


Notre—-Jacob Stroud began to acquire lands in 1769, and bought up 
many of the old plantations, becoming the principal land owner of the 
vicinity towards the close of the 18th Century. He kept tavern in the old 
Fort Penn House (later Windermute’s) and about 1780 moved in, and 
kept tavern, in what is now known as the Stroud Mansion (corner of Ninth 
and Main Streets), and also had a distillery on the spring run, just below 
where the Stone Spring House stands on the said property. 
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THE MORAVIAN MISSION 


In considering the history of this small mission in Monroe 
County (in the early days known only as Lower Smithfield 
Township, and not even as Northampton County until 
1752), it is necessary to glance at the conditions under which 
the Province of Pennsylvania was founded. 


Among all of the primitive commonwealths of the early 
18th Century, Pennsylvania stood foremost in wide tolerance 
and cosmopolitan ideas. Her broad charter of religious free- 
dom attracted many men of many minds from foreign lands, 
who grasped at the opportunity to free themselves from 
ecclesiastical oppression, and work out their religious prob- 
lems undisturbed, so long as they followed the principle laid 
down. by the Founder of the Commonwealth,—that the 
greatest good of the greatest number must be followed in all 
things. Discordant and rival elements in such an hetero- 
genious mass threatened disaster for a time, but eventually 
the people of so many races and tongues, social and religious 
beliefs, special plans and movements, broadened their views, 
and learned that it was possible to exist side by side without 
serious disagreement. It was years, however, before such 
a happy result arrived. 


To Holland belongs the credit of first settling, in the 17th 
Century, on the Delaware, and lending a helping hand at 
home to gather together, and then to transport across the sea, 
hosts of Puritans, Quakers, Mennonites (German Quakers), 
Schwenkfelders, Quietests, Tunkers (German Baptists), 
Harmonists, Separatists, Labadists, Amish, Sabbatarians (‘7th 
Day Baptists), and Pietists, and also political exiles from the 
Rhine Palatinate, Silesia, Bohemia and Moravia,—all Protes- 
tants who were greatly impoverished, and glad to find peace, 
even in a wilderness. These exiles were intelligent crafts 
men, sturdy husbandmen, and skilled artisans, from lands 
that had been sacked and burned during the Thirty Years 
War, together with nobles of ancient lineage, learned 
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scholars, philosophers and theologians, expatriated on polit: 
ical and religious grounds from the mother countries. 


They followed Penn, the broad-minded Proprietary of 
the newly created Commonwealth, who offered a home and 
haven, where any man might believe as he pleased, provided 
that he was otherwise a peaceable citizen, and thousands 
began to come into the Province, glad to draw breath, and 
start fresh in a new land. 


But among these persecuted religionists were many, un- 
fortunately, who having attained freedom of thought were 
incapable of using it peaceably. Similar to all large immi- 
grations, with the better element came troublesome agitators, 
reckless adventurers, and worthless vagabonds, who resented 
all authority, in both Government and Church, and who 
regarded any effort to maintain order as an act of oppression. 
These worked a very pernicious influence on the masses of 
the people. 


Levering, in his History of Bethlehem, puts it very con- 
cisely: “Therefore the confusion and strife which marked 
the early periods of the Pennsylvania experiment prevailed 
most conspicuously in the domain of religion. Bigotry and 
intolerance were intensified among the adherents of the dom- 
inant confessions. A morbid propensity to follow pretend- 
ing prophets, to indulge in mystical vagaries, to embrace 
startling novelties of doctrine, to become fanatical in special- 
ties, and to multiply conventicles was developed among those 
who turned away from the old church-establishments, or 
were forced out of them by repressive measures. The multi- 
tude of sects, goaded by persecution, ran to extremes in the 
defense and promulgation of their distinctive tenets, and 
many became the persecutors of each other, where they 
could. No religious body that strove for something more 
than mere theoretical orthodoxy, or outward conformity to 
church-order, escaped entirely the infection of fanaticism. 
All this, when transplanted out of the repressing conditions 
of the Old World into the new Province of Pennsylvania, 
where all persuasions could assert themselves, produced a 
religious babel.” 
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Among others, the Moravians, who founded Bethlehem, 
appeared on the scene.* These people were soon either 
highly regarded or bitterly opposed, according to the position 
of those who took notice of their work. The Authorities 
early recognized the material prosperity which they soon 
established in the region, and their excellent business credit, 
while many others were attracted by their educational efforts 
and philanthrophy, and in a religious way, by their avoidance 
of polemics. But others, taking up evil and possibly envious 
reports which had followed them across the ocean, de- 
nounced them as wild visionaries, dangerous fanatics, and 
heretics. Others even urged legal action against them as 
disguised Papists and emissaries of the French, and conse- 
quently dangerous to the Church and to the State. The 
Classis of the Reformed Dutch Church of Amsterdam even 
issued a so-called pastoral letter, warning pastors of New 
York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania against these “vision- 
aries. 


This preamble sets forth briefly the general condition of 
affairs in the Province about the middle of the 18th Century, 
when the Moravians, having made permanent and highly 
successful settlements at Bethlehem and Nazareth, began 
systematically to send itinerant missionaries throughout the 
surrounding region. They were the only denomination that 
interested themselves at once, and strongly, in evangelization 
work among the Indians. While this statement is made con- 
cerning the Moravians as a denomination, it is well to re- 


member the individual efforts at Christianizing the Indians 


Note—The Moravians must not be included among the many peculiar 
sects of the time. Their proper designation is Unitas Fratrum,—The Unity 
of the Brethren. They originated as followers, in that former Austrian 
Province, of the tenets of the martyr, John Hus, and were given this 
geographical “nick-name.’ They might just as aptly have been termed 
Silesians, or Bohemians,—the native land of Hus,—or even Saxons,—as one 
of their most prominent establishments was at Herrnhut, Saxony. As far as 
sectarianism goes, the English Church, even prior to our Revolutionary War, 
May 12, 1749, recognized them as a Protestant Episcopal denomination. 
However, they started: Bethlehem as an Economy, or species of communism, 
with property rights in common, administered by the Church. In starting 
stores, trades, mills, and the church in an unbroken wilderness, this pro- 
duced marvelous results in very short time, but as the settlement grew it was 
found that, even with so devout, well-behaved, and well-governed a body, 
the communistic systern could not continue successfully, and early in the 19th 
Century it was quietly, and in good order, discontinued. Their liturgy is 
very simple and dignified, with excellent music predominant. 
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made by John Eliot, Newton, the Mayhews, and Roger 
Williams in New England, Whitaker in Virginia, and the 
Dutchman, Megapolensis, in New York. The Moravian 
missionaries found little difficulty in getting a foot-hold with 
the natives, but when they began to work among the white 
settlers of Northampton County,—or Lower Smithfield 
Township, as it was known when they started their work,— 
they met with strong opposition at once from the other 
denominations who were already on the ground. 


The Smithfield Church had been organized in 1'73'7,— 
the congregation worshipping in the Old Log Church above 
the present village of Shawnee, which is supposed to have 
been built as early as 1725. This congregation was Re- 
formed Dutch, and at first was served by itinerant ministers 
from Kingston, N. Y., notably the Rev. Petrus Vas, and the 
Rev. Georg Wilhelmus Mancius. About 1741, a single 
minister, Johannes Casparus Fryenmoet, was appointed to 
serve the four Reformed Dutch Churches of the Minisink 
region,—namely the Minisink, Mechackamack, Walpack and 
Smithfield Churches,—the histories of which will be found 
complete in Vol. V, of the Collections of the New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Society, and also Vol. 57 of 
the magazine published by the same Society. In 1752, the 
Old Stone Church was erected at Shawnee, on the hill site 
of the present brick church, and was used by the Presby- 
terian and Reformed Dutch congregations jointly. It was 
torn down in 18453, after a long and interesting history. 
The four churches just mentioned developed a strong Re 
formed Dutch organization in the community round about 
Shawnee and all of the northeastern part of present Monroe 
County. 


The Moravian itinerants began their work by visits 
among the settlers, holding meetings at the homes of those 
who were interested in their message, but without any meet- 
ing-house. One of the first of these homes was that of 
Nicholas Schoonhoven, who resided in the Walpack bend of 
the Delaware, nearly opposite Shawnee. In fact, his home 
is marked down on the “Reise Charte”’, or Itinerary Map, of 
the missionaries as “Nic Scunover’s *. The Schoonhoven 
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Old Stone Church 


Shawnee 
1752 - 1853 





Present brick Presbyterian Church 


on the above site 
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(or Schoonover) family were all Dutchmen from Kingston, 
N. Y., and descendants are still in the vicinity. 


Then Justice Daniel Brodhead and his wife became deeply 
interested in the teachings of the Moravian Brethren,—so 
much so, that about the time that the Old Stone Church at 
Shawnee was being erected, he donated three and a half 
acres of land to the Moravians for Mission purposes. This 
land was at the junction of Brodhead’s and McMichael’s 
Creeks, at the west end of the present iron bridge that crosses 
Brodhead’s Creek in East Stroudsburg. A mission church 
and a parsonage of logs were erected for the use of the 
Brethren’s evangelists in the Minisink region, and the Mis’ 
sion was dedicated to the worship of God, by Abraham 
Reincke, on May 19, 1753. . 


David Bruce, a young Scotchman, and his wife Judith 
(Benezet), were the first Moravian missionaries in the Dans’ 
bury region. But the whole field was so large that they 
were soon transferred to Shekomeko, a promising station in 
Duchess County, N. Y., and Joseph Shaw became the resi- 
dent missionary of the Minisink region. To show the growth 
of the work, it is stated that “among 18 public pulpits and 
meeting-houses at the beginning of 1747, counted up as then 
in possession of the Brethren, Wallpack appears as No. 10, 
and it seems that in a few years there will be many more.” 
When that note was written it was not possible to foresee 
the swift and awful events that in another fifty years would 
utterly change the entire complexion of the region, and in 
fact of the whole country. 


But the Mission at Dansbury, as well as those at Wall- 
pack, Pawlins Kill, and vicinity, grew rapidly. No doubt 
this was because the Moravians preached a simple course to 
plain men. At that time, following implicitly one of those 
ideas which frequently their great leader, Count Zinzendorf, 
wanted to emphasize, they discussed very little of abstruse 
theological doctrine, but confined themselves almost exclu- 
sively to the Atonement, or as they styled it, “the wounds of 
the Lamb.” ‘They refused to be inveigled into a colloquy 
with ministers of other denominations on purely doctrinal 
suppositions, such as that of Reprobation (or the selection 
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of a special few. to be saved, and the damnation of the re- 
mainder), and steadily preached the interest of the Saviour 
in all poor men. By such a simple course they avoided both 
the deadening and controversial effects of perfunctory eccle- 
siastic routine, scholastic theology, disputes about rites and 
customs, mystical reveries, and theosophic dreams. ‘This 
course seemed to be very successful with the plain, un- 
academic settlers, and especially with the untutored Indians, 
and the missions prospered. 


In an unbiased retrospect of nearly two hundred years, 
it would seem as though these Moravian Brethren were on 
solid ground in that respect, especially with such an intricate 
tenet as Reprobation,—because they did not attempt to solve 
and have understood an infinitely difficult proposition with 
only finite minds, because they did not preach a just and 
merciful Creator who could draw unjust and blasting dis- 
tinctions among those whom He had created, and because 
their whole example was one of charity towards all. The 
effect was especially strong on the Indians, many of whom 
accepted “the God with the wounded side,” as they touch- 
ingly expressed it. Of course any theological discussion is 
out of place in this historical paper, but the impulse is irre- 
sistable to note in passing the wisdom which, at that early 
date, and in the midst of intense bigotry on every side, re- 
fused to teach to simple minds a doctrine of special selection 
for exemption from the general damnation entailed by 
Adam's fall,—which gentle doctrine has been wickedly sum- 
marized as follows: 


“We hope too many won't be saved— 
A number must be damned; 
We'd better send some more below,— 
We can’t have Heaven crammed!” 


Let us pause a moment, in the bustle, comfort and safety 
of our present civilization, and take a look back at the lives 
of these missionaries. It is a tremendous tale of hardship, 
self-sacrifice, and toil. Long journeys undertaken, once in 
a while in the saddle but more often afoot, through forests 
and streams on mere Indian trails, unprotected in every sort 
of weather, frequently forced to sleep in an Indian wigwam 
or else under the sky, always in danger from strange Indians, 
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—yet their zeal never abated. Probably their greatest dis 
couragement lay in the opposition and false accusations which 
they met from white men of other denominations. Their 
evangelistic work was not unlike the earlier endeavors of the 
Jesuit fathers in Canada, and while they did not meet with 
a horrible death at the hands of the savages in as many cases, 
still they suffered severely, a number of times fatally, from 
the ruthless war-fare that began in 1755. One marked dif- 
ference between their missionary labors and those of the 
Jesuits was that they sought only to Christianize the savages, 
while the Jesuits tried also to force them to become subjects 
of the King of France. The civil power often proved to be 
the undoing of those churchmen in its relations with the 
aborigines. It was dificult enough to persuade those savage 
men of the woods to sincerely accept the Christian doctrine, 
but it was well-nigh impossible to bring them into loyal sub- 
jection to any government of the white man. The Dela- 
wares, Shawanese, and others, with whom the Moravians 
had to deal, being subject peoples, were somewhat more 
tractable than their masters,—the fierce tribes of the north, 
—but when the general uprising came, they were just as 
dangerous. Many converts, however, became sincere Chris- 
tians, and never took up arms against their white brothers. 


The Ministers in charge of the Dansbury Mission, in the 
order of their incumbency, were David Bruce, Joseph Shaw, 
James Burnside, Andrew Ostrum, Reinhard Ronner, Sven 
Roseen, Abraham Reincke, Jasper Payne and Joseph Powell. 


Abraham Reincke included the members of the Dans- 
bury Mission in his list of Moravians of 1747. In 1931, the 
Monroe County Historical Society erected a memorial to this 
Mission and its Congregation, placing the stone in front of 
the old cemetery, on Main Street, Stroudsburg. (See Front- 
ispiece.) It was dedicated on June 25, 1931. The inscrip- 
tion is as follows: 


Col. JACOB STROUD 


is buried in this grave yard, 
originally the cemetery of the mission of Dansbury, 
begun by the Moravian Brethren in 1743. 
The chapel, destroyed in the Indian uprising of 1755, 
was erected in 1753, under the leadership of 
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DANIEL BRODHEAD, 
who settled one-half mile to the East in 1736. 
The members of the Moravian Mission in 1747 were: 


Daniel and Esther Brodhead. 
John and Catherine Hillman. 
Joseph and Helen Haines. 
Francis and Rebecca Jones. 
William and Mary Clark. 
Edward and Catherine Halley. 
John and Hannah McMichael. 
George and Mary Salathe. 
Daniel Roberts. 

John Baker. 


Ti + * 


To the above listed members from Dansbury should be 
added the following, to complete the congregation: 


From Walpack— 


Nicholas Schoonhoven. 

Henry and Hannah Schoonhoven. 
Rudolph and Dorothea Schoonhoven. 
Benjamin and Catherine Smith. 
Christiana and Hannah Carmer. 


From Pawlin’s Kill— 
Samuel and Abigail Green. 


It would seem fitting that an additional tablet should 
record the names of the nine devoted ministers to this con- 
gregation. 


These twenty-nine were listed before the building of the 
Mission Church, and probably formed the nucleus of a con 
_ siderably larger body, after a definite place of worship, and a 
local habitation for a resident minister, had been established. 
It must be kept in mind that Dansbury was not a town, or 
even a village, as we reckon them today. It was more like 
one of our rural townships, and consisted simply of a cluster 
of clearings or farms, without streets, public buildings or 
even the “corner store.’ The building of the church gave 
the scattered people a common meeting point, and no doubt 


proved a strong factor in knitting them together as a conv | 


munity with common interests, in the absence of any other 
assembly building, for the settlement was far too young and 
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JACOB 


STROUD’ 


€ / / OTROUD 


Survevepd Nov.9 1805 ar REQUEST OF 
JAcop STROUD. CONTAINS ONE ACRE 
ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY PERCHES 
STRICT MEASURE. 

— His.Soc. PENN., OuRVEY Book 54, 


(The SHADED AREA 1S THE CEMETERY AS IT 
IS TODAY (1930). THE REST OF THE TRIANGLE 
WAS SOLD BY THE TRUSTEES ABauT 1900,) 


34 


mo Taaupan ra 2081 B.voH asvavnv® F 
>see ahaminiahe ate auent® gash 7 


se ae senna a) 
Oe DS Oye Hee! FLOR) vi lpr car ; 


ve Me 





167641V'7¢ 
rustic to have a Town Hall. In October, 1747, a log house 


was completed as a parsonage for the minister in charge, and 
was occupied first by James Burnside and his wife, Mary. 


Another advance, which was made in 1751 through the 
aid of Ephraim Culver, was the acquisition of land for a 
cemetery. The church and parsonage stood next to Brod- 
head’s Creek, on the triangle formed by Brodhead’s and 
McMichael’s Creeks and the road to “the Minisinks,’— 
later the road to Milford, and now Main Street in Strouds- 
burg, but probably at that time a mere lane between farms. 
Some of this tract was on Culver’s land, which he had just 
acquired from Judge Brodhead, and he donated that part to 
the Brethren for interment purposes, so that the Mission had 
its church and cemetery adjoining on the same plot. There 
were quite a number of persons buried in this grave-yard 
before the Mission was finally abandoned, and it is extant 
today as a place of interment, although entirely filled. Later 
on, these plots came into the possession of Jacob Stroud, 
who, on December 5th, 1805, for a consideration of one 
cent, gave the cemetery portion to Daniel Stroud, Peter 
Hollinshed, and John Starbird. They are not named in the 
deed of sale as Trustees of any church or corporation, and 
no organization is named, but the deed states “which said lot 
or tract of land, or a part thereof, has heretofore been ap- 
plied to the uses and purposes of a place of interment, and 
whereas the said Jacob Stroud is desirous that the said lot or 
tract of land, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall 
continue to be appropriated to the uses and purposes of a 
place of interment, and also, that part of the said lot shall, 
when opportunity offers, be appropriated to the uses and 
purposes of a site for a house of Public Worship, etc., etc.” 
The first part of the stipulations of the deed was carried out, 
and the lot is known today as the old Dansbury Cemetery, 
with the donor’s grave in the center of it, but a successor 
church has never risen on the spot once occupied by the little 
Moravian Mission Church. An illustration is appended 
showing a survey made by Jacob Stroud, which was without 
doubt made to accompany the above deed of gift, although 
no reference to this purpose is endorsed upon the original. 
The tract of land shown on the general map of Dansbury as 
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warranted to Samuel Goodrich was later patented by the 
Proprietaries to the above mentioned Peter Hollinshed. 


This compact little church property was evidently a 
pleasant and prosperous gathering place, and the ministers in 
charge report their happiness in their home and work at 
Dansbury. ‘They were frequently visited by Brethren from 
Nazareth and Bethlehem, and from 1747 to 1755 all seemed 
to be going very well. The Mission Church stood approxi- 
mately where at present the sub-station of the Pennsylvania 
Power © Light Company is located. 


But unhappily there were forces at work, even from the 
very beginning, that seriously threatened the permanent exis- 
tence of the mission. There was the rivalry of the neighbor- 
ing Reformed Dutch and Presbyterian congregations. ‘These 
bodies, already long established, thoroughly conservative, 
and strictly Protestant, looked with deep suspicion at the 
evangelization work of the Moravians,—especially among 
the Indians. The Moravians, unfortunately, themselves 
gave some ground for these distrustful sentiments. At about 
this time, a regrettable schism arose between the “Old” and 
the “New” elements of that congregation, over certain inno- 
vations, which today would be of no moment whatever, but 
which at that particular time and place were imprudent, 
and, in a political sense, very dangerous. It must be remem- 
bered that a very large proportion of the Protestant immi- 
grants of those days were very plain thinking people, and 
the use of ecclesiastical robes, certain titles, and a flowery 
style of language, gave the troublemakers of the opposing 
congregations an opportunity to denounce them as Papists. 
This charge, together with their friendship towards the In- 
dians, naturally led their opponents to believe that they were 
in league with the French,—at that time thoroughly Roman 
Catholic and anti-English—and that they were planning a 
general onslaught on the neighborhood. The Moravians, 
with the natural reticence of hard-working men, who at- 
tended strictly to their business, only added to these impres- 
sions by paying no attention publicly to such charges. 
Absurd, and fearfully mistaken, as these suppositions were, 
in the face of the-daily lives of these missionaries, open to all, 
their absurdity was only positively demonstrated a few years 
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later in the massacre at Gnadenhuetten, which Moravian 
settlement was the first to feel the awful vindictiveness of the 
savage, after the loss of English prestige through Braddock’s 
defeat at Fort DuQuesne. And then, the irony of the whole 
situation developed in the rush for safety, of many of these 
opponents, to the Moravian settlements about Nazareth, 
where, it is pleasant to record, they met with all the sym- 
pathy and assistance that limited means could afford. 


It may seem strange that, when it was so difhcult to get 
any religious ministration whatever, denominational opposi- 
tion should have been carried to such bitter and vindictive 
lengths, but if we transport ourselves back to those times in 
spirit, we may see why some of these jealousies arose, foolish 
as they may appear today, and undoubtedly were then. The 
Reformed Dutch Churches of Smithfield, Walpack, Minisink 
and Mechackemack were never in a flourishing condition, 
and it was very difhcult to keep a pulpit adequately and 
regularly supplied. With one minister supplying four pul- 
pits so remote from each other in the wilderness, it is easily 
understood that, through illness, or severe weather condi- 
tions, a congregation might be without services and other 
ministrations very frequently. In addition there were very 
few ministers, and their services were in great demand. 
Witness the following letter: This was the answer to a call 
made on Dominie Fryenmoet by the churches of Rochester, 
New Paltz, Schwangunk, and Marbletown, in Ulster 
County, N. Y., after the Minisink churches had sent him 
abroad to be educated, and he had only been back six months: 


Manissinck, 6th Day December, 1741. 


To the Reverend Consistory of Rochester, Greeting: 


We, your servants, have heard and understood that you have 
corresponded with our Minister, and have so far proceeded as to 
send him a call, purposing by much money to take him from us. 
But the Lord, who has thus far caused your acts of supplanting to 
fail, will further direct them to a good end. We feel ourselves 
bound to obey the command of the Saviour — “Do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them that persecute you.” We there- 
fore will deal with you hereafter as we have before —— doing you 
good. You do not thank us for his service among you. You are 
bold enough to say that he has eight free Sabbaths in each year; 
which is as true as the words of the Devil to Eve — “You shall not 
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surely die.” If you desire to have our Minister four or six times 
in the year, we will by no means refuse you, but will leave it to 
our Minister to arrange the compensation with you. And if this 
cannot prevent the execution of your unjust purpose, and the Lord 
is pleased to use you as a rod for our chastisement, we will view it 
as coming from the hand of the Lord, and comfort ourselves with 
the gracious language of Paul, Heb. XIT—‘“Whom the Lord 
loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He re- 
ceiveth.” If it please the Lord to permit you to deprive us of our 
Minister, then we hope that your consciences will not be so seared 
as to take away part of our living, being the sum of £125 - 12s - 6d.* 
Should this however be the case, we shall not hesitate to give the 
matter into the hands of the worldly Judge. We expect an answer 
to this communication, which we conclude with the wish that the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, 
and the Communion of the Holy Ghost remain with you a blessed 
eternity. Amen. 


We remain your undersigned servants, 


JAN KORTRECHT. 

JAN VAN VLIEDT. 
ABRAHAM VAN CAMP. 
WILLIAM COOL. 





*Supposed to be money paid by them for his education. 


The above Rochester was the early settlement of that name 
in Ulster County,—not the later city in western New York. 
It is proper to record that Dominie Fryenmoet did not re- 
spond to several very advantageous offers like the above, but 
remained in his Minisink region doing a very fine work until 
the Indian invasion of 1755 drove him out, and he located 
in a safer pulpit on the Hudson, where he died about twenty 
years later. 


But here we see a situation where churches of the same 
denomination were not above taking advantage of one an- 
other, and one can read between the lines of the above letter 
a struggle between the Christian spirit and indignation which 
would be amusing if it were not actually tragic. How must 
these same elders and deacons have viewed the invasion of 
the Moravian missionaries, when they were having the ut- 
most difficulty in keeping their own congregations together! 
It was very hard for them to support a minister decently, 
and the whole region seems to have been only a missionary 
field at best. The Moravian preachers were supplied and 
largely supported by the central church at Bethlehem, which 
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REV. DAVID ZEISBERGER 


A prominent Moravian Missionary, who frequently 





visited the Dansbury Mission. 
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A typical Moravian Mission interior in early times. a 
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considerably eased the burden of their own local people, but 
took in proportion from the support of the already estab- 
lished congregations. And yet, im spite of a willing spirit, 
the Moravian purse was beginning to be over-burdened. 
While the denomination was strong in its larger settlements, 
where it was the only religious body and governed the secular 
affairs of its members, it had to largely maintain its out-lying 
missions, and its finances at this time were not flourishing, 
nor could much help be expected from Europe. At Dans- 
bury it had to depend upon its members for its spiritual life 
of course, but that settlement was only partly Moravian in 
numbers, as already explained, and was by no means given 
over to a system of community interest, administered by the 
church, like Bethlehem and Nazareth. In the light of all the 
historical developments, it is evident that the Mission would 
either have to develop into a self-supporting church,—not an 
economy,—or fall by the way-side. 


Another and much more serious influence against the 
permanent existence of the Mission was the growing Indian 
hostility to the neighborhood in general. It is evident, from 
the Bethlehem Diaries, that many minor depredations con- 
tinually went on, such as burning the ministers’ house in 
1752,—probably while temporarily untenanted. The native 
Christian converts were but a handful to the hordes who 
looked with fierce jealousy on every white man’s farm, and 
nursed a bitter vengeance in secret. This hostility had been 
largely engendered by that outrageous swindle already al- 
luded to,—The Walking Purchase,—whereby the Indians 
had been forced into the sale of the entire Minisink Flats on 
the Pennsylvania side of the Delaware. This piece of sharp 
practice had taken place in 1737, and for eighteen years the 
injustice festered in the minds of the local tribes. It made 
the work of sincere conversion very difhcult, and the uncon- 
verted knew no distinction between the Moravians, who had 
their interests really at heart, and the other whites, most of 
whom had very little respect for such a thing as Indian 
“rights”. In fact, the principal actor in fomenting trouble, 
and rousing vindictive feelings against all white men. was 
the young Delaware chieftain, Teedyuscung,—a baptized 
Moravian, although it must be added that many others were 
entirely loyal to their new faith. 
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In spite of all the disappointments and difficulties, the 
Mission might have survived, and Stroudsburg might thus 
have had a strong Moravian congregation today, like Naza- 
reth, or Emaus, or Lititz,—for those early missionaries were 
not of the sort to be daunted by difficulties or privations, or 
even actual sufferings. Not even the burning of the chapel 
and minister's home in December, 1755, would necessarily 
have ended the work, for these could, and doubtless would, 
have been replaced. But if we examine the list of members 
of the Mission in connection and comparison with the list 
of Dansbury inhabitants of 1755, we will see at once why 
the Mission could not survive. For practically all of the 
adherents of the Mission were those who either lost their 
lives or their homes in those sporadic, but persistent, Indian 
raids. These, with their families, numbered nearly one 
hundred souls, and practically all of them left the region in 
the course. of a few years, never to return, as the outlook 
was too discouraging. It was a staggering blow to the 
struggling Mission, and to all the churches of the vicinity. 
Even the well-established Old Stone Church at Shawnee lost 
its minister, and there is a pronounced hiatus in the Re- 
formed Dutch Church Records of that date and vicinity. 
It is doubtful if any regular church services were held in the 
entire neighborhood for five or six years. There were con- 
tinued alarms, and no established ministers. Peaceful church- 
going was out of the question, for it must be remembered 
that the settlers were not grouped in a town together, but 
lived from half a mile to two miles apart, and were often six 
or eight miles from a church. 


It is yet to be determined from the Moravian Church 
Records whether the Dansbury Mission was ever at a certain 
time officially abandoned. There is no record that the mis 
sion buildings were ever rebuilt, and the conclusion seems to 
be that, although the ministers may have occasionally visited 
the place for ministrations to individuals (because interments 
took place for a number of years), the main church body 
had dispersed, there was no longer a resident minister, and 
the Mission had practically ended its existence. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
ADDENDA 


THE FOLLOWING NOTES AND OTHER 

DATA WERE GATHERED DURING THE 

PREPARATION OF THE FORE-GOING 

PAPER, AND ARE DEEMED WORTHY 
OF PRESERVATION. 
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Abstracts from the 
BETHLEHEM MORAVIAN DIARIES, 


concerning old Bansbury. 
.(Translated by Rev. Dr. W. N. Schwarze, Bethlehem) 


1747 


JANUARY 21. Among 18 public pulpits and meeting houses counted up 
as now in possession of the Brethren, Wallpack appears as- No. 10. It 
seems that in a few years there will be many more. 7 

JANUARY 22. In the afternoon Br. Brandmiiller went from here to 
Nazareth in order to go from there to Wallpack and from there with Br. 
Shaw to go to the Walloons (Belgian Huguenots). 


FEBRUARY 10. Br. Brandmiller brought us also report and letters from 
Br. Shaw and Ronner, who are up in Mennising and Wallpack. The 
Saviour grants them many a grace in connection with their children, and 
they are finding more ready access to the people there. The Presbyterian 
ministers are also more friendly and quiet. Br. Shaw was visited by a Jus- 
tice and a minister who were very friendly: asked him among other things 
concerning the Doctrine of Reprobation, and why we could not accept it. 
Br. Shaw had answered “he felt in his own heart so great a desire that all 
people might be saved, that he was sure that this was inspired by the 
Saviour, therefore he could not think otherwise than that in the Saviour’s 
heart there should be a much greater and more fervent longing to help al! 
poor men.” Afterward they wished to persuade him to a colloquy with the 
Presbyterian minister. But he had replied that this was not his affair, but 
he left it to their Lord, and that further nothing would come of such a 
colloquy. The minister on the following Sunday came to Br. Shaw’s meeting, 
and seemed to be deeply stirred. 


MarcuH 16. In the afternoon at a council meeting, among other things: 
we wrote to Br. Shaw at Mennissing, by Mackmichel, who had returned 
from court and was on his way home, promising to send a brother shortly 
to visit him and Ronners, and to investigate thoroughly into all matters 
concerning the work there. 


MarcH 21. At the Sabbath love-feast we received tidings from Menis- 
sing that Br. Shaw had suddenly become seriously ill. We resolved there- 
fore as at any rate it was needful that some one should go there on account 
of the school and Anstalt, to send Br. Christian Rauch, even today, to visit 
Br. Shaw, and to visit the school that has been started there, and to declare 
to our brethren and the people there that because our brethren and sisters 
are too much tied down by the institution and are hindered thereby in their 
other work of preaching and visiting, the school had better be given up and 
the children sent home to their parents, where our brethren and sisters could 
continue their efforts for them through visiting and otherwise, and, at the 
same time, do more for the parents. Bro. Christian Rauch left here this 
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afternoon and went as far as Nazareth. As he was about to leave, Br. 
Schebasch* arrived, who from Gnaddenhitten had gone through the woods 
to Menissing. He brought us more details as to Br. Shaw’s condition. ~ 


MarcH 24. Spangenburg and Cammerhof met Br. Christian Rauch 
at Nazareth, who had returned from Minnising and had carried out his 
commission with much grace. 


MARCH 31. A woman arrived here from Menissing and begged earn- 
estly that we might take her two children into one of our institutions, as 
they had up to this time been in the school up there which Brs. Shaw and 
Ronner had cared for but was now being closed. 


APRIL 2. We received a letter today from Dansbury from Mackmichel 
and his wife, in which they express their great sorrow very feelingly because 
the school in Wallpack is to be closed and the children sent home, and ask 
that we give them good counsel as to what they are to do. 


APRIL 13. This evening Brodhead’s son arrived from Menissing and 
brought us news ‘that Bro. and Sister Shaw are on the journey hither, but 
since he is unwell, they can proceed but slowly. 


AprRIL 15. Soon after (noon) there came a man from Menissing with 
a letter from Brs. Ronner and Shaw, with the statement that Br. Shaw had 
left Wallpack last Friday, had preached on Sunday at Broadhead’s and had 
visited, then had been stricken with severe fever and could not continue his 
journey hither. We resolved to send Bro. Bernhardt Schnell today, to take 
medicants to him and to see how he might best be helped. 


Aprit 17. Bernhardt Schnell came and brought our sick Bro. Shaw 
and his wife as well as Bro. and Sister Ronner from Menissing hither safely. 
Bro. Shaw told us many delightful and fine things about the work there,— 
that last Sunday he had had people of twelve nations to hear the Gospel, 
viz.—English, Scotch, Irish, Welsh, Hollanders, Germans, New Englanders, 
Walloons, Shawanos, Maquas, Delawares, and Catawbas, and that we may 
note a great love, hunger, and longing for the Message of the blood and 
death of the Lamb. Nearly all people about there came and listened. That 
the Justice there thought, at the time of the leaving of our brethren and 
sisters, that now they had all people on their side and were going to Beth- 
lehem to hold a Council how they should arrange with the Indians and 
Negroes to fall upon them. He had therefore very much wished that there 
might be some one who would bring some complaint against the Brethren, 
in which case he would proceed against them with severity. (This may have 
been Justice Abraham VanCampen, of Walpack). 


AprRIL V8. Roscen went to the Blue Mountains to preach to the people 
there, at their request. Bro. Yarrell went with him. 


*John Joseph Bull. Shebosh was the Indian name given him by his 
converts. 
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APRIL 25. From Menissing came the Indian Trader Broadhead, who is 
our dear friend, with his son, on their way to the Synod. With him came 
also Aaron Depue, the son of old Depue, on a visit. | 


> 


May 2. Bradhat and Dupuy, who had returned from the Synod* in 
Germantown, left again for their home. Broadhead spoke with Bro. Nathan- 
ael before leaving, that we should allow his son, who had begged with many 
tears that he should take him along to Bethlehem, to remain here. He and 
his wife would be glad to have it so. He was allowed to remain on trial 
for several weeks. They took along the girl they had brought 8 days ago, 
at her earnest request, because she did not wish to remain here any longer, 
but wanted to go to her mother. 


May 4. Knolton arrived here on his way to Minissing where he has 
some business on account of a piece of land. 


May 14. Bro. Shaw and Bro. Burnside started for Wallpack and the 
region thereabout, where Bro. Shaw has been preaching. They will visit 
the people together and preach as they have opportunity, so that Bro. Burn- 
side may become somewhat acquainted with the people there. Bro. Shaw 
will say farewell and bring his things, and those of the other brethren and 
sisters that are still there, back with him. 


May 20. Peter Knolton, who had returned yesterday from Menissing 
where he had been on account of external affairs, left here again. Brs. Shaw 
and Burnside returned from their visit in Wallpack and Menissing. Bro. 
Shaw preached his farewell sermon there last Sunday, during which all hearts 
were melted in tears. They had loved Bro. Shaw very fervently. Bro. 
Burnside informs that there is a real work of grace among the people,— 
particularly at Wallpack. John Jones (formerly of Skippack?) came along 
down to take Bro. and Sister Burnside back with him. 


May 21. Bro. Burnside and his Mary started for Nazareth in order 
to proceed from there to their work at Menissing tomorrow. They feel the 
going very deeply, and recommend themselves to the prayers of the congre- 
gation before the Lamb. Francis Jones, who had come from there to accom- 
pany them, went along and he was given to understand that someone would 
come and baptize his child. 


May 27. In the Liturgical Service we remembered particularly Bro. 
and Sister Burnside in Menissing and Wallpack, of whose safe arrival we 
heard yesterday. 


June 2. Broadhead’s boy, who had been with the Great Boys but had 
not adapted himself among them, came across the water to the children who 
are in the care of George Schneider. 


*This was not a “Moravian” Synod, but a General Synod originated by 
Zinzendorf in an endeavor to secure amity among the various sects of Penna. 
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JUNE 6. Nicholas Schoonoven came on a visit from Menissing. 


JUNE 5. From Menissing Bro. Burnside sends word that in the visiting 
of his wife and himself among the people there, and in the preaching of the 
Gospel they had been very happy, and they felt and noted that the blessing 
of the Saviour and of the congregation rested upon them. 


June 22. Bro. Pyrlaeus returned from Menissing and informed us 
that he had there, yesterday, baptized the children of Joseph Hayne (Haines) 
and J. McMichael’s with special manifestation of blessing, had found Bro. 
and Sister Burnside in good spirits and happy and had noted a feeling of 
grace among the people there, about 80 of whom had assembled. He had 
also found Nathanael, the Indian, and his Rebecca at Brodhead’s, and spoken 
with them. They both recognize, especially he, that they have allowed 
themselves to be deceived and said that they wished to come to Nazareth to 
visit their children, and then also to Bethlehem. 


JuLy 13. Bro. Burnside came from Menissing and Wallpack to visit us, 
and brought us the news that the Saviour, this time past, had been with 
him and had blessed his preaching and visiting among the people there. 


JuLy 16. Bro. Burnside left again today for Menissing and Wallpack, 
in good spirits and with fresh courage. He related to us, among other 
things, that the Reformed Minister, Freyenmuth, who several years ago had 
already been ordained by a Reformed minister in this country, in the hope 
that he might have more “‘Interesse” therefrom, had written to the Classis 
of Amsterdam and asked them for their ordination. The Classis had there- 
upon readily ordained him again, and had required of him to baptize all the 
children again whom he had baptized before. This declaration of the 
Classis he had read publicly from the pulpit, and had actually begun to 
baptize the children again. The parents, however, who since they had been 
awakened and moved do not wish to have their children re-baptized, but 
have declared to him that formerly he had been simple and honorable, and 
since he had taken up with the Classis he had become entirely worldly 
(fleischlich) would not, therefore have their children baptized again, by him. 


. JuLy 27. Bro. Post went as messenger to Menissing, to Broadhead, in 
order to bring a horse down from there. 


Juty 31. They. (some Indians) brought greetings from our Indian, 
Nathanael, who is. staying above Menissing, at Samuel Green’s. He, Nath- 
anael, informs us that he expects to visit us next week. 


_ Sept. 1. Bro. and Sister Burnside came from Menissing for a Con- 
ference, that met in Bethlehem. 


Sept. 18. The work at Wallpach,* Dansberi,* and Bollen’s Criick* 
*. -#Walpack, Dansbury, Pawlins Kill. 
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was thoroughly discussed with Bro. and Sister Burnseit. They are to go 
there again, and to preach the Gospel whereever the Saviour grants them 
opportunity, and also to visit the people diligently, without binding them- 
selves (settling) at any one place. ? 


OcToBEeR 19. Today Antony Roberts, the free negro, and his wife, a 
native Indian, arrived from Pawling’s Creek, in order to dwell here entirely 
in accordance with the permission granted. He brought us letters from Bro. 
Burnside, who makes known that he and his wife are happy and blessed 
through the wounds of the Lamb, and that he testifies accordingly in Paw- 
ling’s Creek. The people there are partly for him, and partly against him, 
because he preaches nothing but the Wounds. In Danesbury the people 
had built him a house into which he expected to move very soon, and dwell 
there for a time. In Wallpack the work of Grace continues. 


NoveMBER 7. A man came from Minissing (James Pab), one of the 
New England Presbyterians, who had moved thither from Boston, some time 
ago, and was anxious to visit the congregation, not remaining without a deep 
impression of our gracious experience. 


NOvEMBER 9. The man from Manissing returned to his home again, 
carrying with him a deep impression of the congregation, and we gave him 
letters to our dear Bro. Burnside. 


NoveMBER 19. Bro. Burnside came from Menissing and Danesbury 
to visit us. He informs us that he has up to this time been preaching the 
Gospel at all his stations with much blessing, and that divine grace is work- 
ing mightily in individual hearts, and that many show a real love for the 
Brethren. Up in Wallpack there is “common talk” that Brethren dwell 
there, as if all were Brethren who come to hear Bro. Burnside preach, and 
that people from the region of “Sopus and thereabout wish to move to Wall- 
pack in order to dwell with the Brethren and enjoy blessing. 


NoveMBER 20. Bro. Joseph Powell went up to Danesbury to preach 
in place of Bro. Burnside next Sunday. (Reference to a visit of Samuel 
Green and family from Pawling’s Creek.) 


NovEeMBER 23. Bro. Joseph Powell returned from Danesbury, where 
he had borne testimony yesterday to the wounds of the Lamb with great 
blessing. 


NoveMBER 24. Our dear Bro. Burnside left here to go back to his 
post beyond the Blue Mountains in Danesbury and the Minnisings, to his 
people whom he loves, in order to continue his work among them with 


the witness of the Gospel and visiting. 


1748 
January 4. Our dear heart Nathanael (Seidel) left for Minnising, 
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Dansbury, and Wallpack, on a visit of inspection of our work there beyond 
the Blue Mountains, as also in the East Jerseys in Pawlin’s Kill, where our 
Bro. Burnside preaches, and at the same time, to visit the scattered Indian 
sheep,—Abraham and Sara, Nathanael and Rebecca, etc., that are on the 
limit in the woods thereabout, to proclaim to them the love of the Lamb, 
and of the congregation. As his companion he took along Bro. Jacob 
Adolph. David Zeisberger, who had all day desired to go along into the 
Indian country, begged that he might go along as far as Nazareth. When 
the matter was inquired into, it was found that David's desire was from 
the Saviour. Accordingly Gottlieb immediately followed them, and took 
them the intelligence that David Zeisberger should go along to the Indians, 
and that Jacob Adolph should return. He took Bro. Jacob Adolph along 
as far as Nazareth; from there Bro. David Zeisberger accompanied him. 


JANUARY 12. At noon, at about the time of the beginning of a Synodal 
Elders’ Conference, our dear hearts Nathanael Seidel and David Zeisberger 
returned, to our great joy, from their visit at Danesbury and Wallpack, be- 
yond the Blue Mountains. They had found our Bro. and Sister Burnside 
quite well and cheerful, and also felt that a mighty spirit of grace was 
manifesting itself among the souls there, and that particularly at Danesbury 
a fine spirit of grace was manifesting itself, giving strong hope that a small 
group might be gathered here for the Lamb. They had looked about in that 
whole region, also, for our there scattered Indians, but had found no one, 
because they had all crossed the North River on the way towards New 
England. Hence they could only follow them with their yearning and 
earnest prayer to the Lamb that they might be visited in His own good time. 


FEBRUARY 1. Soon after noon, Bro. and Sister Burnside started for 
Danesbury beyond the Blue Mountains for their work there, journeying with 
Mr. Broadhead and his company, who had come here from there on a visit. 
Broadhead’s son Gerhard (Garrett), who had been here for a visit of several 
weeks, went along back. 


FEBRUARY 9. In the evening, John Mackmichel of Danesbury came 
to take his daughter who had been here hitherto in the Makuntche Anstalt. 
We received with him a letter from Bro. and Sister Burnside, in which they 
announce their safe arrival in that place, and also inform us that the Indian 
Nathanael and his Rebecca had been at their place, and had been exceedingly 
glad that they had been visited by Bro. Christian Rauch, and had further 


given assurance that they were invited to visit the congregation soon. 


FEBRUARY 10. John Mackmichel of Danesbury took his daughter who 
had been here several weeks but was still too young for our Great Girls 
Choir, to Makuntche to the children’s Anstalt there, and returned again, 
much pleased and gratified. 


Fepruary 11. At noon Bro. Utley left for a visit at Danesbury with 
Bro. Burnside, with whom he will go to Wallpack and there baptize Nicholas 
Schoonhoven’s child, who had written several weeks ago and begged the 
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congregation to baptize the child, since all children belong to the Saviour, 
and since he had long ago already given the child to the Saviour and would 
be willing to turn it over to the Brethren if they wished it. 


se 


FEBRUARY 16. In the evening Br. Utley returned from Danesbury by 
way of Nazareth. He had found Bro. and Sister Burnside in good spirits 
and happy, and had preached in Wallpack, with much blessing, and had 
baptized the son of Nicholas Schoonhoven, Ezekiel, into the death of Jesus, 
to the great happiness of the parents. 


MarcH 11. In the evening Bro. Burnside came from Danesbury, and 
brought a free mulatto with him. 


Marcu 15. Bro. Burnside returned to his work at Danesbery and 
Wallpack. 


MarcH 22. Mr. Broadhead from Menissing and his brother-in-law 
Burnham (?) from New York, who have been with us for a visit of several 
days, journeyed back today. 


MaRCH 25. Francis Jones to Gnadenhitten to help complete some 
work. Land that belonged to Burnside, bordering on Monocacy, bought. 
Owen Rice returns from Menissing. 


Aprit 4. In the afternoon Bro. Greenway (?) went up to Danesbury, 
to preach at Pawlingskill. 


APRIL 25. Bro. and Sister Bornsite returned from Tansbery in order 
to visit awhile with the congregation. They brought along Gerhard Brath- 
hett, who has received permission to come to the congregation on probation. 


May 24. Mr. Broadhead with his wife came on a visit from Tansbury, 
and with them Francis Jones; also Antony the molato, came from there. 


May 27. Brathat left here again with his wife. Their visit had been a 
means of real blessing to both, especially the latter, whereof her tears at 
parting bore witness. 


June 9. Bro, Burnside and Sven Roseen left for Danesbury and Wall- 
pack, where the former will in a manner introduce the latter to his further 
work among the people there. 


JUNE 30. In the afternoon, Bro. Sven Roseen left for Danesbury and 
Wallpack, where he will visit and preach, as also in Jerseys in Pawling’s 
Creek and that region, among the English and Germans. 


Jury 19. Bro. Sven Roseen returned from his post at Danesbury, 
Wallpack, and Pawling’s Creek, where he had, during the past period 
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preached several times in all places, and had visited in that whole region. 
Sam Green came with him for a visit. 


Jury 27. Bro. Burnside left for Dansbury and Wallpack, to preach 
there in place of Bro, Sven Roseen, who had become ill. 


SEPTEMBER 2. Bro. Utley left here for Danesbury, early in the morn- 
ing, where he will preach next Sunday, and baptize several children. 


SEPTEMBER 6. Our dear Utley returned from Dansbury, where he had 
preached last Sunday, and had also baptized, with manifestation of blessing, 
two children.* Thereupon, Bro. Sven Roseen started again for his work in 
Pawling’s Creek, Wallpack, and Dansbury, after he had quite recovered from 
his illness. 


SEPTEMBER 30. Bro. Roseen came from Wallpack and Tansbery for 
a short visit, in order to welcome dear Johannes, and also to discuss several 
matters with us. 


OcToBER 16. Roseen, with four others, ordained a deacon. 


NoOvEMBER 20. Brathat’s negro came from Tansberi and brought us 
very welcome letters from our dear hearts, Johannes, Cammerhof, and Nath- 
anael, concerning their spiritual pilgrimage and visit to Megolalemico, (Note: 
an Indian town on the Poca-poca Creek, beyond the Blue Mts.), where 
they had told the Indians whom they found at home something concerning 
their God, with full and warm hearts; especially had the Indian Joshua 
preached to them very fervently. They mention that there are various very 
dear people there, who are candidates for baptism, who love the Brethren, 
and show a heartfelt longing for the Saviour. From there they proceeded 
straight through the woods to the hut of Nathanael the Indian, whom they 
found at home with his Rebecca and Timothy, to whom they proclaimed 
the peace of the Lamb. In the evening, with these three Indians, they had 
a very edifying love-feast. Thence, last Sabbath, they went to Tansberi, 
where Bro. Johannes preached with blessing in English to the people that 
came to Bro. Roseen’s services, and they now intend to continue their journey 
through the Jerseys to Schecomecof. 


DECEMBER 30. John Broadhead, who with three other boys had been 
in a separate Anstalt across the water, taken into the Bethlehem Boys’ Choir. 


DeceMBER 31. Bro. Okely returned from Danesbery, where he had 
preached, during a very unusually severe storm and snow and ice in the 
woods, whereby countless trees were broken down; he experienced the special 
protection of the Lamb. ; 


*One of these was Hannah Hillman, daughter of John and Catrina.— 
R. H. y 7 
+Shekomeko, Duchess Co., N. Y. 
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JANuaRy 27. Bro. Sven Roseen went up to Danesbery to continue there 
and in the region roundabout. 


FEBRUARY 3. Broadhead'’s son came from Danesbury on a visit, and 
brought letters from Bro. Sven Roseen, in which he informs us that besides 
his work among the English friends and acquaintances there, he has several 
times had opportunity to visit the Indians in the forest in that region, and 
tell some of them a little concerning the Lamb, and his love for the Indians. 


FEBRUARY 17. Bro. Sven Roseen came from his post in Danesbery 
and Pawling’s Creek, where he to this time has experienced a new movement 
of blessing and several times had opportunity to visit Indians. 


FEBRUARY 24. At the baptism (of the Indian Thomas) our neighbor, 
Solomon Jennings was present with his son, as were Macmichels of Danes- 
bury, their hearts strongly affected. 


Marcu 8. francis Jones came on a visit from Danesbury, and brought 
us letters from Bro. Sven Roseen, and at the same time a note from Bro. 
Cammerhof, whom the former had accompanied as far as Isaac Difoors. 
Bro. Roseen has also visited the Indians at Sam Green's, and found open 
ears. Captain Polt had, on his own initiative, expressed the wish that he 
should proclaim to them the Gospel of the God with the wounded side. 


MarcH 27. Francis Jones and Gerhard Broadhead of Danesbery re- 
ceived into the Communicant membership of the Congregation by Bro. 
Cammerhof. 


ApriL 15. Through Francis Jones, who has come from there with his 
family to live on Burnside’s land, we have received letters from Bro. Sven 
Roseen, in which he informs us, among other things, how he had oppor- 
tunity to visit and talk with various Indians who were staying in the neigh- 
borhood of Mr. Broadhead’s among whom were several desirous of learning 
about the Lamb, and who entertained a wish to visit Bethlehem. 


APRIL 22. Noted that Gerhard Broadhead, son of Justice Broadhead 
of Danesbury, was received into the Choir of Single Brethren. 


AprIL 25. Bro. Sven Roseen returned from Danesbery, and brought 
along an old Indian by the name of Pamsesing on a visit. He is a Mohican 
by birth, lives at Wyjomik,* and through the winter and spring has spent 
most of his time near Broadhead’s, where Roseen became acquainted with 
him, and at times was able to tell him something concerning the Lamb. He 
(the Indian) had heard many things against the Brethren from the whites, 
i.e. that they make slaves of the Indians, and their children, and when they 


Wyoming. 
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once got them to a place, did not let them go again, hence he had wished 
to come here and learn whether this was true. He had opportunity yester- 
day to speak with our dear old Solomon, Johannes, and Thomas, who were 
in Nazareth, and to find out from them our mind and purpose, and what 
it is we seek among the Indians. 


Aucust 6. In view of the tidings received from Sam Green in Paw- 
ling’s Creek, that he is very ill, and appears to be nearing his end, Bros. 
Brandmuller and Post sent, towards evening, to pay him a visit. 


Aucust 28. Nicholas Schoonhoven of Wallpack, one of our first 
acquaintances there, visited here. 


SEPTEMBER 2. Bro. Owen Rice returned from Danesbery, whither he 
had gone to visit several sick people. There he had heard from Mr. Broad- 
head that an aged Indian, Ari (Aaron) by name, who had lived in Bethlehem 
for some time during the winter, and often been mightily laid hold upon 
by the Saviour, and had died several weeks ago at Sam Greens in the 
Jerseys, had in his last illness spoken much about the Saviour and the Breth- 
ren, so that it made a deep impression on two Indians who had been present. 
To these two Indians he had given the pelts he had, and ordered them here- 
with to pay his debts to Broadhead and elsewhere. This news was welcome 
to us, and strengthens our hope that we had cherished in any case, that the 
testimony concerning the wounds of the Lamb, so often heard by the Indians 
through us, will not have been in vain. 


DECEMBER 22. Bro. John Wade returned from his visit to Danesbery 
and that neighborhood, and the aged Broadhead and Francis Jones came 
with him on a visit. 
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ApriL 10. Mr. Broadhead of Dansbury came on a visit to us, and 
brought two other men with him, who up to this time had lived in Sharon, 
New England, not far from Wechquadneck, but intend now to move to 
Dansberry. There they became acquainted with our Bro. Post, and especially 
the late Bro. Bruce,j and are excellent people, who would willingly come 
into closer connection with the Brethren. 


May 17. The father of Mary Haley (Edw. Halley, or Holly) from the 
region of Dansbery, who came here yesterday to fetch his daughter, started 
with her early this morning. | 


Jury 16. In the afternoon Bro. Okely returned from his visit in Dans- 
bery and the region about there, and related that from a Cayuga Indian he 
had learned concerning Cammerhof and Zeisberger. 


+David Bruce, a young Scotchman, and his wife Judith (Benezet) were 
the first Moravian missionaries in the Dansbury region. 
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SEPTEMBER 24. Bro. Okely went out today with one of our neighbors, 
Solomon Jennings, who appears to be very friendly and neighborly, to lay 
out and stake off the King’s Road, from ous border to the Delaware. 


NOVEMBER 4. Today a German (Hollander) from Wallbeck, out of 
the region of Dansberg, by the mame of Schoonhofer* visited us. Our 
brethren stop at his house when they travel in that region, and in his house 
or church they conduct their services. He was unusually content and happy 
during his visit, and attended all services with marked attention. 


NoveMBER 16. Br. Okely arrived this evening from Dansbury and 
vicinity. Yesterday he preached his farewell sermon there, and notified the 
people that in future Br. Joseph Powell would serve them with visiting and 
preaching, and would make a tour from time to time in their direction, from 


Bethlehem. 


NOvEMBER 20. It was decided in conference at Bethlehem that Br. 
Joseph Powell, who thus far has rendered faithful services in connection 
with inspection of the outlying work, and who at the last Synod had been 
intrusted with the enterprise at Dansbury and vicinity, which Br. Okely has 
had in care up to the present, shall tomorrow go there, and at the same time 
take the Brodhead boy to his parents, because he does not care to stay here 
any longer. 


_ NOoveMBER 21. This morning Br. Joseph Powell and the Brodhead boy 
left for Dansbury. 


DECEMBER 1. Br. Joseph Powell left again this morning for his work 
in Dansbury, and thinks of remaining there for some time,—probably until 
the first of the year. 


DECEMBER 23. Mr. Brodhead, who arrived here last evening and spent 
the night with us, continued his journey today to Newtown and Philadelphia. 


DECEMBER 30. Br. Joseph Powell, who has been at Dansbury for 
several weeks, returned here this evening. 
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JANUARY 11. Mr. Brodhead of Dansbury, who passed through here 
several days ago on his way to Philadelphia, came back from there today, 
and continued his journey homeward. 


FEBRUARY 21. Br. Brandmueller returned today from the Jerseys and 
Dansbury, where during that time he baptized two children of the people 
there,—namely Johann George and Maria Salathe, and John and Catherine 


*Nicholas Schoonhoven (sometimes Schoonover) lived in the Wall Pack 
bend of the Delaware, not far from the Reformed Dutch Church. 
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Hillman. The first, a daughter born Jan. 4th, received the name of Regina, 
and the other, a son born Jan. 14th, the name Joseph. 


Marcu 3. In the conference there was discussion of the work in Dans- 
bury, and concerning Br. Joseph Powell, who has this work in charge and 
will go there today in order once more to look over the situation thoroughly, 
and acquaint himself more completely as to how matters stand with the 
people there, and if he finds that it would be advisable to abandon this 
region for a time and leave it unvisited, the matter is to be again thoroughly 
considered. 


MARCH 29. Br. Joseph Powell gave a report of his visit in Dansbury, 
and how he found things in that region. According to his view, the region 
should not yet be abandoned by the congregation. He had met a number of 
earnest and good souls thereabout who commend themselves further most 
heartily to the love and care of the congregation. The English ministers 
who had been there for a time had not found any real acceptance with the 
people, but he does not believe that they did very much harm, either. 


APRIL 1. John McMichael took his daughter Elizabeth from our school 
to his home today. He had told others of his intention, and now excused 
himself, but took her, and so we are suddenly rid of him and his constant 
importunities. We parted in love and peace. 


May 25. Br. Joseph Powell returned once more for a visit today, from 
his work in the Jerseys and Dansbury vicinity. 


May 28. We received a large company of visitors today from the region 
of Dansbury, where Br. Joseph Powell is tarrying, who intend to spend the 
Sabbath with us on Sunday,—day after tomorrow. Mr. Brodhead himself 
came along, and seemed very happy to be with us. 


May 31. The visitors from Dansbury returned happily to their homes 
this morning, and Mr. Brodhead with them. 


JuNE 3. Br. Joseph Powell returned to his post, and this time he took 
his wife with him. 


JuLty 28. Br. Joseph Powell went once more to Dansbury, but this 
time alone. He plans to be back here before the 13th of August, in order to 
participate in the festival. 


Aucust 11. Br. Joseph Powell returned here from Dansbury for the 
festival celebration tomorrow. 


SEPTEMBER 21. Mr. Brodhead came from Dansbury in order to pro- 
ceed from here to the Court at Newtown. 


NoveMBER 26. Br. Payne started today for Dansbury, to conduct the 
English preaching service which was announced three weeks since at that 
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place, and also to visit John Pierce there, who several days ago applied here 
for the baptism of his child, and to bring us a report whether we would be 
justified in allowing the baptism of the child. (Note: John Pierce was the 
constable of Dansbury.) 


NOVEMBER 29. Br. Payne returned from Mennissing. In the house of 
our dear Brodhead he had preached to a congregation of a hundred people, 
and in fourteen days there is to be a preaching service there again, and at 
the same time the child of John Pierce, concerning whom Br. Payne brought 
a good testimony, is to be baptized. The people in that region love our 
brethren very much, and beg that they may be regularly visited. 


DECEMBER 24. Mr. Brodhead, Justice of our County, who is a true 
friend of the Brethren, attended all the sessions of the Synod. Today he 
visited Br. Joseph (Spangenburg) in the presence of other brethren. Here 
he gave very cordial declaration how heartily he enjoyed these past days, and 
finally said “he couldn't help it—he simply had to love the Brethren.” 


yp yp: 


JANUARY 3. The two brethren David Bischoff and Payne went to Mr. 
Brodhead’s, beyond the Blue Mountains, in order to preach in that region, 
and in his house upon his cordial invitation on this Christmas Day. (Old 


Style Calendar this would be dated Dec. 24th.) 


MarcH 1. In the evening Br. Payne returned from Dansbury, where 
on the past Sunday, at the Home of Mr. Brodhead, he had preached at 
a service of between forty and fifty persons. On the following day he 
visited in that region, especially Nic Scunover, Goodrich, Culver and Francis 
Jones, of whom he gave testimony that they loved the Saviour and the 
Brethren. 


Marcu 17. The brethren Brandmueller and Gambold went by way of 
Nazareth to Dansbury,—the last named to preach at Mr. Brodhead’s house, 
and the former to baptize a child in that region. 


MarcH 21. Mr. Brodhead, Justice, with another man named Pierce 
from the Mission of the Brethren beyond the Blue Mountains, came today 
on his way to Newtown, and remained with us over night. We entertained 
him in company with several brethren known to him at a supper. He 
offered on his own initiative to take all our affairs in commission which we 
might have to discharge at the Court at Newtown, as he was going there. We 
accepted his offer with thanks, convinced of his loyal disposition towards us. 


May 17. Br. Joseph Powell returned from Dansbury, where he preached 


on Sunday, having had a very pleasant visit with the people there, by whom 


he had been cordially received as an old acquaintance. 
May 30. In the afternoon, Br. Brandmueller returned from Dansbuty. 


55 


nent pigihetict tintin tee spirwihos ie A OCR A BL is LON CAO the Nt ttn ENO Nie ‘tnt tt tN etn mnt ttt ts a 


2 a nay «net en Mem A ATRIA ai OS FI im Ot bait ee oo 


ee ere Sie eciae rund 


WA rae 













sr cli lee es cama eaiialh eag?ea ‘isieaie 
of vuboT  Bany? siglo enoiese oy Hx bobesiss rine ety Yo With 
eH Lanier adie lo sonata off oi (grudieqenge) dasal” apbaican 
bins eae sty ood? bayoias of flittsed wod coiterlosb leibros eay 


ri 


* wont ads ave! cn bed yiqunie s—t glo Yubluod 4°" bia ; 

Sets wed 

DA29 deve sgh Dine Dodudll bived nnitad ows adT .¢ van ; 
oqiget gad? ne lvesaqy on rab ai ,entaoucM s00G ody baoysd 2’ basdbord 
BOY a eummid) ants oo noitelive: leibroo aid sequ awod ad at bas ; 
(#20 s9G beteh sd blyow cia eabwslaD shad. ; 

; ° Sy mG “a ] 

mow .cxtdene( oroth bounema onysd 18 gainsvs oda wt 1 HaaaM. y 


36, Gedoesm bod od Jbsadbow «aM lo sold sda os ‘vehrus meq ods m0 
of yeb puiwollal ala WO envensq ytd bas ynol nsewaed lo 
dogg bas ievlvO .tohrbooD .rvonus2 otf yilaimoqes ,aviges soda ni 
oft bs yuwbri® of: bovel gad) ied? yoomunst oveg at motw lo 





1 i 
Naive snow ede? tne vllneaest cnnend oA. a q 





where on the past Sunday he had baptized two children. Two of the breth- 
ren there came with him to take Br. and Sr. Powell back with them. 


May 31. In the afternoon came the departure of Br. and Sr. Powell 
to their new post in Dansbury after hearty farewells. He, Br. Powell, will 
help to restore the demoralized church of the Brethren up again, re-build 
its house, which had been almost completely burned by the Indians, and 
move into it, and bring those in the diaspora (scattered members), in Mennis- 
sing, Walpack, and that region, back to their true Shepherd and His Wounds, 
because in their hearts there is an inclination and desire for this. 


OcToBER 18. Br. Matthew Hehl and Br. Yarrow returned from their 
visit in Dansbury, Walpack, and Megalagomekah. Abraham Miller came 
down from beyond the Blue Mountains to place his three daughters in the 
school. 


NoveMBER 10. Br. Brandmueller went beyond the Blue Mountains 
to visit Hoeth and baptize his child. From Dansbury there came on a visit 
three of our friends in that place served by Br. Powell,—Nic Schunover, 
Culver and Hillman. 


NovEMBER 13. An English letter was read in the conference from 
Ephraim Culver, applying for Membership. 


NoveMBER 15. Br. Joseph Powell returned to Dansbury with the three 
brethren who have been here several days on a visit, namely, friend Culver, 
Hillman and Nic. Schunover. 


NOVEMBER 27. ‘Towards noon Br. and Sr. Powell came on a visit from 
Dansbury. 


1753 


MarkcH 12. Brother and Sister Powell, who came from Dansbury here 
on March 4th, went with two of their people back again today. Results of 
the Synod held at Lancaster, from March 8th to March 11th, in the school 
and church house of the Brethren. Paragraph 22. “In Dansbury, Brother 
Joseph Powell has been preaching the Gospel to a small group of souls since 
last summer. In the meantime, he has also begun to build up the old church 
building, that has long been at a stand-still, and he has brought the operation 
so far that it will be possible to dedicate the building this spring. We are 
thinking of employing him in Bethlehem, and to exchange him with Brother 
Payne, who in the past has preached a number of times in Dansbury, before 
the place has been permanently supplied with a missionary couple.” 


May 17. On this day it was intrusted to Brother Abraham gninne 
to arrange for the dedication of the church at Dansbury. 


May 20. The dedication of the church at Dansbury took place, by 
Brother Reinicke, accompanied by a number of the Brethren. (A full de- 
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scription of the dedication services, and the company present, is given’in the 
Diary of May 20th.) 


May 21. After we (the company which had gone from Bethlehem, 
Nazareth and elsewhere to the dedication service), had all had breakfast with 
Mr. Brodhead, at his insistent invitation, we left Dansbury, and were ac- 
companied part of the way by Brother and Sister Payne, and others living 
near by. (Note: Mr. Brodhead gave four acres of land to the church. 
They also have a cemetery belonging to the church, for which purpose 
Ephraim Culver gave some land two years ago, and where six persons have 
already been buried, but none are to be buried there in the future except 
such as are really counted as belonging to the Society.) 


Aucust 13. Brother and Sister Payne came from Dansbury in order 
to celebrate Holy Communion with us. 


AuGust 31. Sister Anna Ramsperg returned from her visiting the 
single women in the region of Dansbury, and beyond the Blue Mts. At 
Dansbury, with eleven single people of her sex she had conducted a love- 
feast service, and had been very welcome everywhere. 


SEPTEMBER 22. (Brother Payne's weekly account of his labors in Dans- 
bury from July Ist to Sept. 22nd. Written in English.) 


NoOvEMBER 19. In the afternoon Brother and Sister Yarrell started to 
their post in Dansbury, with two couples from among their people—Culvers 
and Goodriches. They left their child in the nursery at Nazareth. 
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Octoser. A full List, with comments, of all the Dansbury Church 
Families. 


1755 
FEBRUARY 19. Towards evening Brother and Sister Yarrel arrived 


from Dansbury, beyond the Blue Mountains, their post up to this time. 


MarcH. Brother Hehl, Brother Reinicke, and Brother and Sister Payne 
visited Dansbury,—the latter to take up this post. 


JUNE 20. Mr. Brodhead of Dansbury, one of our Magistrates, arrived 
in Bethlehem in order to go into a cure in the neighborhood under Dr. 
Otto, because of a trouble in his neck. 


JuLy 22. At noon-day service it was announced that Justice Brodhead 
had died at Brother Burnside’s house. 


Jury 23. At noon, Mrs. Brodhead with her son arrived from Dans- 
bury, for the funeral of her husband this evening at 7 o'clock. 


(NotE—This was the second wife of Daniel Brodhead, and mother of 
his only daughter,—Ann Garton.) 
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DIARY OF THE NAZARETH MORAVIAN CONGREGATION, 1755-6 
1755 


DECEMBER 12 (Friday). Br. Nathanael (Seidel) came this morning to 
confer with us about the circumstances of these times. The two brethren 
who went to Bethlehem yesterday returned this forenoon with a heartening 
letter from our beloved Br. Joseph (Spangenberg). This letter was read to 
the brethren and sisters at noon, and we took new courage. This afternoon 
the trail was never empty of refugees, of whom more than a hundred re- 
mained in our Society House. Among them were the families Silver, Francis 
Jones, Hillman; they had to leave all their properties, and we furnished them 
also with food. 


DECEMBER 13 (Saturday). Br. Joseph, soon after his arrival here this 
afternoon, called the brethren together and spoke to them about the present 
disturbances. “The war betwen the Indians and the white people is in reality 
a war between the Prince of Darkness and the Angels and Brethren of the 
Lord on the other side. The spirit of darkness in the air in this country is 
not yet subdued, and has already induced the Indians many years ago to kill 
all the white people, and with them the Brethren also. We, the Brethren, 
would have to assist the angels, and pray the Lord that he would strengthen 
us powerfully to gain the victory, and that He would put fear and terror 
into the enemies.” This explanation made it quite clear to the Brethren. 
Br. Joseph then exhorted them to keep their watches in a courageous and 
believing spirit, and all else that would be required in these dangerous times. 
The night watches were changed, and kept only in the house and no longer 
outside. In the evening Br. Joseph held a church council with all members 
about the present situation. He admonished them not to rest until they 
were assured that the Lord was satisfied with their actions, and that the 
Sisters could help a great deal thro’ their prayers and supplications. Hill- 
man’s daughter, the wife of David Brewster, gave birth to a little girl in 
the Big House. This morning John Silver left, with some of the men who 
had come with him from behind the Blue Mountains, for their homesteads, 
to see how the outlook is there, and if some of their belongings could still 
be saved. Otherwise we had a peaceful day. Some of the soldiers arrived 
who are to protect our places and this country, but more are expected. In 
Friedensthal the hostile Indians almost murdered several families, but they 
escaped: 


_ DecemBer 14 (Sunday). In the afternoon Br. Graff conducted a 

meeting here for the strangers who have taken refuge here. He preached 
on the text: “To the poor the Gospel is preached.” Many listened with 
tears in their eyes. Meanwhile several troops arrived, with a captain and 
Mr. Solomon Jennings and his son. As news came just then that fire had 
been noticed in the region of the Blue Mountains, the troops left at once,— 


58 





¢ 





.>? 


- ae ae ; ndaeas ices - prise} Sts %: 
7 a@TOA aTeaA > ed Te 
> 








Gt paiaheen Het gargs shi) Isenadrel4 wt ypbivt) Cf xxadsoe™ vine 
avidiind we: ofT pomll deed? To esonemuoiy ody quode ay dit astigo a 
yninsncul « Wit never) ads Donws1 vebiesey atedpiitied of sew ot | A 
ot besy eew reitel ant? (gvidesgangé) dane] s@ bevalsd yo mor} sel. . 
aoenwite util syenmo won doot aw bes .ro0n me roheR bre anidisrd sda F 
‘ox boboud s atdY pom modw lo asegifiee Yo een Yvert maw Tisw ods c 
asnett wv? syilims) od) sew modt geomA ontelt ysite® wo af bentem oe 
cud? badetni) sw bie 2amreqore stele Hs svesl ot bed yods jemi anol 

bool diiw cele 


uls “stort Fevitas ef xotle nome liqaeet 7 fC eatawaet) C1 aaaugon@ 

snaesra oid suode aed. a odoqe bee tedisgos mordysrd ai} belles ncomisie 

yiifiger nt ab elyosq stidw orlt bas wnaibal 24> nowied tw oT” .eoonedistetb 
sft lolnviia ban eiseeA of3 ben wandel Yo sonitT ods osawisd tow 6 / 4 
é) xatniioo it at fie oft ob ceeodeb to Se OAT | «6ebe wdio sda no Brod 

iid of ogs exeey zeem eosibal ody boowbm yboorls zed bas bovbdus dey ton 
suite add V7 osle nrdiondl os madly die bas alqoaq stidwr oda Ils 
nsdigimy bheow ot s6d9 bred ads yeaqg bas elegow oft Seika oF weed bluow 

yortery bre 293) mee bluow oH al) bags ,otoiv sf ang 08 vilulsswoq ou 
pondvertl off of cea stop % chem coitxasiqay 2idT “zsiesas off oft ; 
bis avesaswoo «5 ni esdoisw wacls qaed of madd bettodes aot dqseol 14 

aye aworsynab send) ci bovwpar od bluow 203 oes Mp bas dinige gaiesifed 

wand! ot fies ued oft ait eno syd bas ,begeeds ors esdosow sdyir ofT , 
sisteiom fis diiw Yonvos dowds ¢ bled dqsaol fl gnimevs ods nl oben > 






Oe a 
- 


hws : (Hoi pag of | CP recuale oe r se 
Rear okets sh ml Vs 


. i - « : z ae 7 
’ ie re hi-a¢ al P 
‘ ia © ’ 
0 Bene: Renton asccoy 
4 aay , 2 


ee al kt oe wie ee 
® 2 i * ij + 7 4 _ es 






both those who had been here, and the ones just arrived,—to sce where the 
fire was. Later in the evening other troops arrived from Lacana. 


- DECEMBER 15 (Monday). Br. Nathanael came with the brethren David 
Zeisberger and H. Frey from Christiansbrunn, and a watch-house was put up 
between the barn and stable. Towards evening about thirty soldiers arrived, 
and were billeted here. They consider Nazareth and the other places of 
the brethren as a pass for the whole region. They say that if this pass is 
lost, all is lost. They will therefore take good care to protect this place. 
The married people heard from Br. and Sr. Hirten that the Lord had de- 
cided that the nursing mothers and their babies should stay where they are, 
and not move to Bethlehem as suggested. 


DECEMBER 16 (Tuesday). Br. Payne came from Bethlehem to see his 
church members from Dansbury who are living here with us, and to care 
for them. The troops billeted here reconnoitred the woods around Naz- 
areth, but did not find any signs of the enemy; so came back to spend the 
night here. 


DECEMBER 17 (Wednesday). The troops marched today towards the 
Blue Mountains. From there came Br. Silver with his company, and brought 
the sad news that their houses were burned and everything destroyed by the 
hostile Indians, who nevertheless fled before the small number of soldiers 
who arrived. This company drove down a small herd of cattle and sheep 
which belonged to them. This afternoon we catalogued the refugees, of 
whom about 200 have found shelter here. They are of 36 families, without 
counting those being taken in at our other places. 


DECEMBER 18 (Thursday). Br. Nathanael visited us, reading a letter 
from Br. Joseph to all communicant members, admonishing us to remember 
in our prayers the disturbances around us, and ask the Head of our Church, 
in child-like faith, to destroy the attacks of Satan, which He, through the 
hostile Indians, directs against us. After service this afternoon came the 
baptism of three children who belong to our good friends from behind the 
Blue Mountains,—Francis Jones’ and Hillman’s small sons, whom the mothers 
had brought here, and David Brewster’s baby daughter, who was born here 
last Saturday. For the two sons, Daniel and Samuel, Br. Payne and Br. 
Heckewelder administered, and for Elizabeth, Br. Graff. The baptism 
Litany was read in English by the three brethren. Before the ritual, Br. 
Payne preached a short sermon. The family of Hartman’s son Lorenz re- 
turned to Lecka and Bethlehem. 


DECEMBER 19 (Friday). Br. Culver went to Bethlehem to interview 
the Commissioners of the Assembly for the poor refugees who have come 
to us from behind the Blue Mountains. But as they had not yet arrived, he 
returned to us. We received a letter from Captain Laubach, asking if troops 
had arrived, and if so, to send them immediately to his assistance. We 
answered that they had not yet come, but were expected soon. Br. Nath- 
anael came with a letter from Br. Joseph under yesterday’s date, about the 
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danger that we are all experiencing just now,—not only the children of God, 
but the whole country. We were admonished to pray day and night to 
check the hostile spirit of murder which drives the Indians. The meeting 
was scarcely over when Captain Solomon Jennings, who has been very ill, 
and Captain Doll with their reduced troops arrived; many of them had re- 
turned to their homes. They had been occupied since Monday in burying the 
white people whom the Indians had killed, but they had not seen one Indian. 
They left twelve of their men here, and in the afternoon rode off toward 
Bethlehem and their homes. On petition of Br. Goetz, nine men were left 
at the “Ruhe’’, because Indians had been noticed in that vicinity. We expect, 
therefore, an attack from them, if the Lord with His powerful hand does 
not stay them. The captains could not tell us enough of the cruelty and 
misdeeds which the Indians had committed behind the Blue Mountains. 


DECEMBER 20 (Saturday). Soon after noon, Br. Pricket (from Green- 
wich, N. J.—a warm friend of the Moravians; also a member June 7, 1749), 
arrived with a company of men on horse-back. They had heard shots, and 
feared an attack by the Indians, but.as all was quiet here, they soon left for 
Easton, where the Commissioners of the Assembly had arrived. This evening 
we saw a strong North light. 


DECEMBER 21 (Sunday). We remembered, by name, the murdered and 
burned Br. Fr. Hoeth and his wife, whom the soldiers of Captain Jennings 
buried last week, in our service this morning. At noon Captain Christian 
Laubach returned with his troop of thirty men from behind the Blue Moun- 
tains. Fifteen of these men were transferred to Gnadenthal, the others 
remaining here. Br. Christ from Friedensthal brought news about an attack 
which the Indians had planned for the coming night on that place, as they 
had noticed an Indian scouting around The Rose ditch. Lieut. Brown was 
asked to go there with his twelve men, but they returned the next day with- 
out having had any disturbance. 


DECEMBER 22 (Monday). Captain Laubach marched home, against all 
reasoning that this country is exposed to attacks by Indians. Lieut. Brown 
stayed here with his few men, at our expense. The noon Liturgy was post- 
poned until evening, because the Sisters wanted to finish their washing before 
dark. Towards evening the Assemblyman from our country, Br. Edmonds, 
came with Br. Nathanael, Br. David Zeisberger, and Br. Frey, because he 
wanted to meet the three Commissioners, who are expected today or to- 
morrow. The troops scouted around in the woods because a fresh snow- 
fall would have shown any tracks of Indians, but to our satisfaction nothing 
was found. 


DECEMBER 23 (Tuesday). Br. Edmonds, after he had sent Lieut. 
Brown and his men off, went with David Zeisberger and H. Frey to Easton 
to meet the Commissioners and accompany them to Nazareth, but they heard 
that they would remain in Easton another day. Culver and Francis Jones 
went yesterday to Easton to tell the Commissioners about the damage done 
to their properties by the Indians. The Commissioners heard them kindly, 
and were gracious. They returned today. 
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DECEMBER 24 (Wednesday). We received news that the Commis- 
sioners would probably stay a few days longer in Easton. A communica- 
tion from the Church Council at Bethlehem was read, concerning weapons 
which the Brethren would be allowed to carry,—not to take life, but only to 
scare the Indians away. Then we considered how to garrison our new 
watch-house, which has been built behind the barn and stables. It was re- 
solved that Schaefer, Boerstler, Joseph Mueller and Beyer should keep watch 
there every night, starting this evening. We kept good watch at all places. 
At eight o'clock was Christmas Vesper. We remembered the four who kept 


watch for us, and for each we sang a stanza of a hymn. 
' @ 


DECEMBER 25 (Thursday, Christmas). The two Dansbury brethren, 
Culver and Francis Jones, attended our lovefeast. In the afternoon came a 
meeting for the little children, when each one received a Christmas present. 
At two o'clock Br. Gratf preached a Christmas sermon to the refugees and 
strangers staying with us. Br. and Sr. Spangenberg arrived from Bethlehem, 
and in the evening Br. Joseph preached a powerful sermon. 


DECEMBER 26 (Friday). This is our congregation day. At the second 
session Br, Joseph reminisced about his travels in-Virginia, when they had 
such a drought that he would gladly have paid for a drink of fresh water. 
In the third session Br. Joseph read the obituaries of our martyred brethren 
on the Mahoning. (Gnadenhuetten.) Afterwards Br. Joseph made this 
declaration about the Indians: It appears that some members are prejudiced 
against the Indians, and ask, “Why do we show them so much kindness?” 
To this he gave answer: “Had we not helped them, the Indians in Wajomic 
(Wyoming) would have died of starvation two years ago. The famine had 
reached such proportions that some killed and ate their small children. 
For showing them this kindness we had two reasons: first, it is according 
to the Lord’s command “Love your enemies’, and secondly, the Lord gave 
a special command to the Disciple (Zinzendorf) to help the Indians, and 
this challenge was accepted by Br. Joseph eleven years ago, and he, in his 
turn, has given it to the Brethren many hundreds of times. Therefore we 
made no mistake in being kind to the Indians. The only mistake was, that 
we had not done enough for them, and what we had done, not more 
willingly. But this we could not say about the martyrs on the Mahoning. 
It had been their pleasure to do good to the Indians. If the Indians would 
turn again in their attitude, we would act just the same as at first. He, 
Br. Joseph, had no ill-feelings towards them. They were still slaves of 
Satan. It seems very apparent that a few who were baptized by us, and 
formerly considered as our brethren, were among our foes. But if they 
had been truly our brethren, they would not have fallen back. The Saviour 
had the same experience. His disciples turned from Him. In conclusion, if 
tomorrow the Indians would turn, and again be willing to listen to the 
Gospel and be friends with us, it would be our duty to love them again.” 


DrceMBER 27 (Saturday). Br. Matthew Otto (Doctor) came from 
Bethlehem, on his way to visit a patient in the Blue Mountains. He stayed 
over night, and left the next morning with a man from up there. 
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DECEMBER 28 (Sunday). In the afternoon Br. Graff preached to the 
refugees. Br. Nathanael brought orders by our Assemblyman, Br. Edmonds, 
to hire ten men as guards for the upper places. Two were stationed here, 
four at Friedensthal, and four at Gnadenthal. We do this in obedience to 
the advice of the Commissioners, but we trust in the protection of the Lord. 
A meeting was called for the men of those families who have taken refuge 
here, to keep good order in the House, and keep watch over their families. 
So far both have been lacking, and if only a small number of enemies had 
come, they could have murdered them. But they did not listen. 


DECEMBER 29 (Monday). The day was spent in undisturbed arrange- 
ment of church transfers, and other church business. 


DECEMBER 30 (Tuesday). Br. Matthew Otto returned from a visit 
behind the Blue Mountains, to aid a negro at Brodhead’s who was wounded 
in the late attack, who however died soon after his arrival. We were glad 
to see him safely back again, and after a short rest he went on to Bethlehem. 
Two wagons loaded with clothing and other goods arrived here today from 
the Great Swamp (Skippack), under guard of twenty men. Br. Joseph 
Powell arrived beforehand with a letter from Mr. Anton Benezet, of Phila- 
delphia, who, with the aid of some Quakers, had gathered a sum of money 
and bought the goods for the poor refugees here. Two other Quakers came 
also,—a Mr. Joseph Fennis and his son,—to help our refugees from Dansbury 
especially. But their suggestions were not very good, and therefore not ac- 
cepted. These two men, and also the twenty men, stayed over night here, 
and saw the poor condition of the refugees in the upper house. Our wagon 
came towards evening, bringing Br. and Sr. Payne, who will live here in 
the Sister House for awhile, to look after the English-speaking refugees. 


DECEMBER 31 (Wednesday). After breakfast, the men who brought 
the two wagonloads of goods here returned, after they had counted the pro- 
visions into the hands of Francis Jones and John Hillman, and had received 
a receipt for them, with the assurance of their gratitude. They promised to 
send more. They told us that some Irish people had tried to persuade them 
not to come to Nazareth, as there were no refugees there. But they would 
tell at home in what plight they had found them. The two Quakers left 
too, but nobody had given a child into their care, of which we were glad. 


1756 


FEBRUARY 12: The departure (death) of Br. Lehnert, the first this 
year of our congregation, resulted in taking up again a resolution passed 
last year to select a more convenient place as a God's Acre in Nazareth. 
Therefore Br. Nathanael, Br. Heckewelder and others visited the new place, 
and afterwards confirmed it for such purposes. It lies to the west of the 
disciples house, about as far as the shot of a gun, on a small elevation, in 
view of the houses of Nazareth, and therefore much nearer to here and 
also to the other places than the former God’s Acre has been. This new 
one was laid out at first only 32 feet square, and divided in four parts, but 
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it is so situated that it can be enlarged on all four sides. It is situated like 
the one in Herrnhut. (This all refers to the second graveyard, which is still 
in use.) Today two of the poor families who came here moved further away 
to settle down. Four men came from Skippack to bring provisions for the 
people whose houses were burned down. They intended to care for some 
of the children of these poor people. 


FEBRUARY 13. Some of the brethren from here and the other places 
were busy in clearing the new God’s Acre, and surrounding it with a tem- 
porary snake-fence, until a permanent one can be made. This evening the 
married sisters had a nice lovefeast, and brought together a big heap of 
beautifully spun thread, which they had spun since Jan. 16th, and which 
we beheld with great joy. One of the Dansbury families—David Brewster-— 
moved today away up to Esopus. We have hopes that next week some 
more will follow. 


FEBRUARY 14. On the new God’s Acre the first grave and prepara- 
tions for the dedication were made. For this occasion several brethren and 
eleven boys out of the boarding-school came on foot from Bethlehem, who 
wish to be present as church historians at this solemn celebration. As soon 
as the corpse arrived from Gnadenthal, and was put down in front of the 
disciples’ house, the trombone choir, which came from Bethlehem, an- 
nounced it to the Nazareth congregation, which immediately assembled, and 
the body was viewed. After the singing of several hymns, the brethren car- 
ried the coffin, and the trombone choir and the boys walked in front, while 
the congregation followed in the usual order, the music and singing con- 
tinuing until the congregation had arrived on both sides of the grave. Then 
a hymn was sung which Br. Graff had written for this occasion, and then 
followed an address by Br. Joseph to consecrate the new God’s Acre. With 
an impressive prayer and the singing of several hymns the body of our 
departed Br. Lehnert was put to rest. With all who were present at this 
solemn consecration act it will remain a blessed memory. The assembly 
dispersed and everybody went back to their respective places. Only the 
married people who had the closest communion with the departed brother, 
and the boys, went to Nazareth and gathered for a lovefeast, at which 
occasion an obituary of the departed was read. 


FEBRUARY 16. Br. Graff went to Friedensthal and conducted services 
for the strangers, who afterwards returned to their. plantations in the Blue 
Mountains. Tonight came a large troop of soldiers who could not find a 
place in the “Ruhe’’, and so a part had to be taken in at Nazareth. 


FEBRUARY 18. The soldiers left this morning after they had had 
breakfast. Our watch service was changed today. Two brethren shall watch 
until 10 o'clock in the watch-house, and then sleep there, and then the reg’ 
ular watchman will begin his watch on the square, and he shall have the 
watch-house for his head-quarters. In the family house one brother has to 
keep watch for one*hour, and call out the hours of the night. In the other 
two houses several other brethren shall sleep and keep watch until 10 o'clock. 
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A family who had moved back a few days ago to their place, came back 
today to the other non-members, because they had heard rumors of cruclties 
done by Indians. A 

FEBRUARY 22 (Sunday). Br. Payne preached an English sermon for 
the non-members, and baptized the son of George Clewell, who lives behind 


the ““Ruhe.” 


FEBRUARY 29. Hillman’s son, Samuel, departed this evening. (ging 
heim.) 


MARCH 2. Br. Martin went to the “Ruhe”, and brought different kinds 
of bad news from behind the Blue Mountains, where the hostile Indians 
day before yesterday did some harm again. 


MarcH 3. This afternoon the lifeless little body of the son of one of 
our friends from Dansbury, John Hillman’s little Samuel, whose redeemed 
soul returned to his Saviour last Saturday evening, was conveyed to the 
earth in our old God's Acre, with a short liturgy in English, which Br. Graft 
conducted. He had seen the light of this world on Nov. 13th, last. He 
was brought here by his parents, and baptized on Dec. 18th, and followed 
his mother to eternity inside of four weeks. (He was buried beside the 
mother.) We received today sad news again, namely, that the Indians at- 
tacked the families who moved from Friedensthal to behind the Blue Moun- 
tains (to Contented Valley), two men were shot to death, and a third was 
fatally wounded. This last one was brought on a sled to Friedensthal. 
This evening a man not belonging to the congregation died. His name was 
Germantung. (The Germantons were from Bushkill.) 


Marcu 4. Br. Otto, who had come yesterday from Bethlehem to visit 
the sick people here, went with Br. Martin to Friedensthal to dress the 
wounds of the hurt man. He told him right in the beginning that he would 
not get better,—that he should turn to the physician of his soul, who could 
heal body and soul. The patient received it well. 


Marcu 5. Br. Graff went to Friedensthal, on request of the strangers 
there, to preach a funeral sermon for the man who was shot by the Indians 
and who died yesterday,—as the brethren think, looking in faith to Jesus. 
The body was buried in the plot of a neighbor. The body of the man who 
passed away here was brought to his place for burial. 


ApRiIL 7. Today the two English families,—Hillmans and Countrymans, 
—-moved back to behind the Blue Mountains. The two wives were sisters, 
and both died on the same day last February. 
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THE OLD DANSBURY CEMETARY 


This old cemetery lies on East Main Street, Stroudsburg, 
and is still, for the most part, well taken care of, although 
there is no trace of the original graves of those Moravians 
who started it. Investigations have shown that the original 
interments were made in the extreme northeast corner, but 
no stone marks the spot, or tells the name of a single person 
interred there, although there may be forty or fifty who sleep 
in this neglected spot of the otherwise well-kept cemetery. 


During the summer of 1929, R. B. Keller, E. B. Smith, 
R. R. Hillman and others interested themselves so far as to 
have excavations made, hoping to find lettered gravestones 
beneath the accumulated soil of nearly two hundred years. 
A, number of what were evidently markers were found, but 
no inscriptions, and it must be concluded that in those primi- 
tive days it was necessary to go to Nazareth or Bethlehem 
for lettered stones, and that the matter was postponed until 
too late. 


Only one grave was opened,—almost at the junction of 
the north and east walls of the cemetery. It was that of a 
very tall male. The skull showed a massive jaw, with per- 
fect teeth, save that one canine was missing. The femur 
bone of the leg was exceptionally long. The work was 
reverently done, and no search was made for any personal 
trinket or other object which would have identified the 
skeleton. Such plain markers as were found were replaced 
on the spot where they were found, and they seem to indi 
cate about twenty-five interments, in the male row. No ex- 
cavations were made for any other rows. 


Shortly after this work was done, Dr. Schwarze found 
among the Bethlehem Archives a “Plan of the Burying 
Ground at Dansbury,” evidently of the year 1755,—the year 
of the Indian invasion, and end of the resident Moravian 
ministry. The names are all those of well-known Dansbury 
residents of that period, but there is no. cue to connect these 
interments with later ones, so that identification is, so far, 
impossible. However, the plan shows the men and women 
in separate rows, without regard to family, which was ac- 
cording to the Moravian custom. 
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The men’s names were Abraham Miller, John Pierce, 
Frederick Countryman, Peter Schoonmocker, and Jochem 
Schoonmocker. The women’s names were Rachel Connell, 
Williamson’s mother, Williamson’s wife, and Elise Clark. 
A. child of Golding’s and a negro are interred separately 
from the others. 


It would seem that somewhere in the Moravian Church 
Records of either Nazareth or Bethlehem there must be a 
record of the succeeding interments, although they were 
probably scattered over a period of years,—from 1755 to 
1765 at least. It appears that the cemetery had not been in 
use for some time when Col. Jacob Stroud acquired it. 


It is not beyond possibility or hope that a further record 
of the cemetery, and even the church books of the Mission, 
may be found. The Moravian Church was very particular 
in respect to its Records, and it need not necessarily be as- 
sumed that these were destroyed when the Mission was 
burned, as there was some notice of trouble brewing, and 
they were probably not so voluminous as to afford great 
difhculty of carriage. 


It should be the earnest duty of all who are interested in 
these historical matters to endeavor to find these records, and 
if found, to try and identify the position of each interment, 
in the present grave-yard. If that is found to be impossible, 
a common monument with the names could be erected on 
this historic spot, similar to the one in the first grave-yard at 
Nazareth. ‘There is every prospect that the necessary funds 
would be forth-coming, if the complete data can be found. 


It is not beyond possibility that a reverent exhumation 
might easily establish the identity of some one grave,— 
through a wedding-ring, or other object,—and then the en- 
tire row, or rows, would be established. That would, of 
course, depend upon finding some later plan of the cemetery, 
or other definite record. 


Note—Jochem Shoemaker died in 1751 (the year the cemetery started), 
John Pierce in 1752 and Abraham Miller in 1753. It is therefore evident 
(from the sketch) that the line of burials ran from west to east, and that 
probably Shoemaker’s was the first male interment. The skeleton found was 
at the other end of the line, so it would seem that there were at least 25 
male interments. In 1753 it was decided that none but Moravians should be 
buried in the Mission Cemetery. 
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CAPT. JOHN VAN ETTEN’S FIRST COMPANY 


> 


January 12, 1756. 


“We the subscribers do hereby engage ourselves to serve 
as Soldiers in His Majesty’s Service under the command of 
Captain John Vanetta for the Space of one Month, and 
whoever of us shall get drunk, desert or prove cowardly in 
Time of Action, or disobedient to our Officers, shall forfeit 
his Pay. This Agreement we make in Consideration of 
being allowed at the Rate of Six Dollars per Month Wages, 
One Dollar for the Use of a Gun and Blanket to each Man 
who shall furnish himself with them, and the Provisions and 
Rum mentioned in a paper hereunto annexed”: 


Joun Kinnan, 
Sergeant. 


JOHN STULL, 


Sergeant. 
William Mirrill Hugh Clark 
William Danse Francis Wright 
Cornelius Jewell James Gray 
Colman Combs Thomas Heson 
Paul Rich Samuel Gray 
Elias Decker James Everingham 
John Cortright Peter Rosencrans 
Frans Delong William Kelly 
Michael Fetter Peter Lennerd 
Asher Burdge Jacob Rupart 
Thomas Little Samuel Giveins 
Henry Cole Gert van Bunschoten 
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Steward Mackee James van Bunschoten 


Francis M’Gee Patrick Nixon 
Neil Maginly Richard Pigot 
John Cornelius William Battey 
James McConel William Wright 
John Hide —— Conngrine 
John Gavens James Molen 
Gideon van Aken Thomas Quick* 
Benjamin Cortright Jeremiah Kittle 


Benony Heath 


Together with a runaway servant, Charles McLean. 





Note—*This name scratched off. Killed by Indians in February, 1756. 
McLean’s name was also scratched off,—-for obvious reasons. | 


A number of the above names were well-known in Lower 
Smithfield Township, in the vicinity of present Shawnee. 
It would seem from a study of the list that Captain Van 


Etten recruited his company from the entire section known 
as “The Forks of the Delaware.” 
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DANSBURY 


Brief Personal Notes 


. JONATHAN BarBeEr. 


Applied for fifty acres of land ‘ton Sambo Creek 
about a mile from Rulof Brink’s in Dansberry Town- 
ship”, in December, 1750, but never took up this land 
legally. He evidently resided in Dansbury some 
years, however, as his name appears on a petition for 
a new constable in 1752. 


. JosepH Barer. 


Applied for fifty acres of land “Adjoining John Hill- 
man on McMichael’s Creek in Dansberry Town- 
ship’, in December, 1750. He never took up this 
land legally, and was only temporarily a resident. 


. Davin BREWSTER. 


He had a plantation of twenty-five acres “about two 
miles above George Salade on Brodhead’s Creek”. 
He and his family were among those who took refuge 
at Nazareth from the Indians, in 1755. (Frontier 
Forts, page 274.) He never returned to take up 
this land legally, but went back to Esopus. He mar- 
ried Maria, oldest child of John Hillman. 


. Danrev BropHeap, Judge. 


See Main Text. He died in Bethlehem, July 22, 
1755, at the home of James Burnside, his friend who 
was also fatally stricken, while on a visit to be treated 
for cancer of the throat. His large property is now a 
_ part of East Stroudsburg. His sons, John and Gar- 
rett, worked farms which were either a part of, or 
next to, his own in 1755. John was taken into the 
Bethlehem Boys’ Choir (Moravian) in 1748. Garret 
was received into Communicant Membership at the 
Mission, March 27, 1749, and in April was received 
into the Choir of Single Brethren. Daniel Brodhead 
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married Esther Wyngart, of Old “Sopus. His five 
sons were Charles, Luke, Daniel, John and Garret. 
His daughter was Ann Garton Brodhead. 


5. Henry CountTRYMAN. 


A resident of Dansbury, and brother-in-law to John 
Hillman. He also came from the Esopus region, 
where, in 1738, he was a soldier in Capt. Daniel 
Brodhead’s Foot Company of Ulster Militia. (Doc. 
Hist. of N. Y., Vol. 4, page 151.) He lived tem- 
porarily on VanVliet’s property, near Fort Hamilton, 
when the Indians burned his house in 1755. His 
name appears on various petitions. His wife, Aria- 
antje Keyser, whom he married in Kingston, N. Y., 
died in 1756, after the flight from the Indians, and 
was buried at Nazareth. She was sister to Mrs. 
John Hillman. They had several sons, and one, An- 
dreas, was killed and scalped by two Indians, about 
300 yards from his father’s house, on April 20, 1757, 
while gathering a load of firewood. His father and 
John Williamson heard his cries, but could not reach 
him in time to prevent the murder. The father, 
with James Garlinghouse and a soldier from the fort, 
recovered the body early next morning, and buried it 
about 30 perches from the fort. This occurred on 
the rise back of the present Indian Queen Hotel. 
Countryman and his wife were members of the Mora- 
vian Mission. He may have farmed for Dirck Van 
Vliet, for he had a house on the Van Vliet tract. 


6. EpuraimM CULVER. 


He lived not far northwest of the present iron bridge 
over Brodhead’s Creek. He was born at Lebanon, 
Conn., in 1717, and died in 1755, being buried at 
Bethlehem. He came to Pennsylvania in 1753, and 
lived in Dansbury, where he built a grist and saw 
mill. The present mill of Abner S. Heller @ Son is 
the fifth successive mill on this site. After the In 
dians burned his house and mill in 1755, he was at 
the Crown Inn at Bethlehem, November 30, 1756, 
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as tavern-keeper. He moved to Nazareth, and be- 
came landlord of the Rose Inn. Later he lived at 
Schoeneck. He was thrice married. | 


7. JoHN DRAKE. 


An early land-holder in Dansbury, and later an ex- 
tensive one. He was one of the few who remained 
in the settlement until it became “Stroudstown”’. 
He came originally from Long Island, and was mar- 
ried to Christiana Carmer (who was born at Marble- 
town, N. Y.), on August 13, 1749. The Drakes 
were members of the Reformed Dutch Congregation 
of Lower Smithfield, now Shawnee-on-the Delaware. 
His wife and her sister were members of the Mora- 
vian Mission. 


8. SAMUEL DRAKE. 


Brother of John, and also born on Long Island. His 
plantation was on Cherry Creek. He married Sarah 
Hendy, on February 2, 1752, who was born in Am- 
well, N. J. Their home was destroyed in 1755, at 
the same time that his brother John’s house and saw- 
mill were burned. Both he and his wife were ad- 
mitted to membership in the Reformed Dutch con- 
gregation at Shawnee, on April 22, 1774. He died 
June 27th, 1785. 


9. JosEPpH Harnes. 


He was a member of the Moravian Mission in 1747, 
as was also his wife, Helena Shoemaker, whom he 
married in the Smithfield Church. He acquired a 
fine property on McMichael’s Creek, of 450 acres, 
about seven miles west of Dansbury, but disposed of 
it in 1748, and evidently left the settlement. His 
daughter Lydia married Leonard Weeser. 


10. Ropert Hanna. 


An early immigrant from Ireland to the Dansbury 
region. He acquired a large farm of nearly 400 
acres, on what was then Seely’s Pond,—now Cool- 
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baugh Lake, in the Delaware Valley. He married 
Eleanor Mulhallon, also from Ireland, on February 
27, 1745. Two sons were Robert, born 1746, and 
Benjamin, born 1752. His farm-house was burned 
in 1755, but he stuck to the neighborhood, dying on 
his original farm in 1777. He lies in the Coolbaugh 
Presbyterian Cemetery. 


11. ABRAHAM HARTMAN. 


His farm was located on a branch of Pocono Creek, 
about three-quarters of a mile west of present Strouds- 
burg center. His home was burned at the time of 
the Indian raid, and he fled with his family to Naza- 
reth. Rev. Graff, of Nazareth, wrote: “On No- 
vember 11th (1755) came old Mr. Hartman with 
his family. Our wagons, sent to fetch corn from 
Dansbury, met the Culvers and Hartmans about 
three miles this side of that place, and resolved to 
return and carry these poor people to Nazareth.” 
(There were about forty in the party, of all ages.) 


12. JoHN Hititman. 


From England, of Dutch lineage. Married to Ca- 
trina Keyser, at Kingston, N. Y., February 9, 1734, 
by Dominie Mancius. Came to Dansbury about 
1740, with a family of nine children. Four more 
children were born to them in Dansbury. His farm 
of 116 acres lay about a mile west of present Strouds- 
burg center. His home was burned by the Indians 
in 1755, but previously the family had joined in the 
general flight to Nazareth, where his wife died on 
February 1, 1756, from the hardships endured. He 
returned to Dansbury with his children on April 7th, 
and, like others of the community, tried to farm 
under military protection, while living temporarily 
in the fort, and in a house on Dirck Van Vliet’s 
property. The garrison of the fort was small, and 
the settlers whose farms were remote from it found 
great difhculty in working their crops in safety. His 
son, Aaron, married Van Vliet’s daughter, Judith. 
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13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


He probably died about 1768, and no doubt was 
buried in the cemetery of the Moravian Mission, as 
both he and his wife were Moravians. 


ExisHa JoHNsoN, Captain. 


A New-Englander, widower of Abigail Wells, who 
married Elizabeth Prys (Price), from Wales, at 
Smithfield Church, November 8, 1747. He applied 
for 100 acres of land, up McMichael’s Creek, in Feb- 
ruary, 1750, and was granted a Patent for 200 acres 
by virtue of the Warrant. He was among those 
whose houses were burned by the Indians in 1755, 
and left the settlement. 


Francis JONES. 


He came to Dansbury from Elizabethtown, N. J., in 
1742, with his wife and daughter. He was a mem- 
ber of the Moravian Mission, who applied for 50 
acres of land adjoining Jonathan Barber, in “Dans 
berry Township”, on Sambo Creek, in December, 
1750. He never took up this land legally, and when 
his house was destroyed in 1755, he left the settle 
ment, and removed to Bethlehem. | 


RoBERT LONGSHORE. 


His farm of fifty-two acres lay on Longshore Creek, 
in Delaware Valley, near that of Robert Hanna. His 
Patent from the Penns is registered in Patent Book 
H, Vol. 73, page 294, at Harrisburg, on a Warrant 
of December 20, 1'749. 


Joun McDowELt. 


He was a resident on Cherry Creek. The name ap- 
pears on various petitions and other papers as Mc- 
Doule, and McDoull. He was a Scotch Covenanter, 
who came to America from the north of Ireland in 
1733, when 19 years old, and went first to Esopus, 
—Kingston, N. Y. He moved to Pennsylvania and 
both he and his sister married into the DuPuis Fam- 
ily, his wife being Hannah DuPuis (Dupui, Depue, 
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Dupuy). He made his home in Cherry Valley, just 
south of Dansbury, at McDowell’s Meadows, now 
called Shaw's Meadows, arid was the dispenser of a 
hearty hospitality,—especially to the Connecticut 
people of Wyoming when they came his way, with 
whose troubles he deeply sympathized. (Miner's 
Wyoming.) John Shaw, his son-in-law, inherited 


his Cherry Creek farm. 
17; JoHN McMicuaet. 


One of the earliest citizens of Dansbury, whose home 
was on a tract of land near Mount Paul, belonging 
to Solomon Jennings, which, later on, became Col. 
Norton’s. He also acquired a number of other tracts 
in the vicinity. He seems to have been a small trader 
and land-dealer. He and his wife were members of 
the Moravian Mission in 1747, and it was he who 
first persuaded the Moravians to establish themselves 
at Dansbury. (Moravian Archives.) It is evident 
from the Diaries that he did not behave well in later 
years, and did not get on well with the Moravian 
congregation. His wife's maiden name was Johanna 
Price. He had a thrilling series of experiences dur- 
ing the Indian raid of 1755, and lost his saw-mill. 
He was one of the few early settlers who remained 
after Dansbury became “Stroudstown.” He came 
originally from “Sopus.. Mrs. McMichael kept the 
first hotel, or inn, north of the mountain. 


18. Wiritiam McNa~s. 


A tradition of Stroudsburg states that Teedyuscung, 
the Delaware chieftain, met one day a blacksmith 
named William McNab, a rather worthless fellow, 
who accosted him with “Well, cousin, how do you 
do?” The Indian haughtily replied, “Cousin? Why 
do you say cousin?” “Oh, we are all cousins from 
Adam,” replied McNab. “Well,” retorted the 
Chief, “I am glad that it is no nearer.” McNab does 
not appear to have owned any land in Dansbury, 
although it is recorded that the Indians burned his 
house in 1755. No doubt many residents lived on 
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the property of others, and, in a number of cases, 
worked for them. 


19. ABRAHAM MILter, Jr. (Mueller). 


Also a resident on Cherry Creek. On May 3, 1757, 
George Ebert, himself a captive, saw 24 Indians on 
the way north, who had Abraham Miller and his 
mother (Magdalene Miller), and Adam Snall’s 
daughter, as prisoners. Ebert and Miller escaped. 
Four weeks later they learned that Miller’s mother 
had been killed at Tioga, as she was unable to march 
further. She was the widow of Abraham Miller, 
Sr., remarried to George Webb. Abraham Miller, 
Sr., was formerly of Bethlehem, and had cooked for 
the workmen when the Friedensthal mill was being 
built in 1750. He was killed in April, 1753, at his 
farm in Dansbury, by a falling tree, while felling tim- 
ber, and was buried in the mission cemetery. The 
Miller home was burned in the Indian raid. Abra- 
ham Miller, Jr., finally settled on the Chemung River, 
near Wellsburg, N. Y., about 1790. 





20. JoHN Pierce. 


An early resident of Dansbury, and Constable of 
same at the time of his death. His land Warrant 
was given on May 28, 174'7, and his farm of one 
hundred acres was surveyed to him November 1, 
1750. He became a member of the Moravian Mis- 
sion, and was interred in the mission cemetery when 
he died in 1752, being the fourth male interment. 
His farm was purchased by Daniel Brodhead. It lay 
just north of the Dirck Van Vliet tract. He was 
succeeded as Constable by Joseph Seely. 


21. Hucu Pucu: 


Lived on Cherry Creek, south of “Brodhead Manor.” 
He married Lena Brink, whose father, Lambert Brink, 
was murdered by the Indians in 1755. The Brinks 
all lived at Smithfield (Shawnee), where Lambert 
was an Elder in the Smithfield Reformed Dutch 
Church in 1746. 
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22. Grorce SALADE. 


This name is often spelled “Salathe” or “Salatee”’, in 
the old records. He and his wife, Mary, were mem- 
bers of the Moravian Mission in 1747. His farm 
was “the furthest plantation up the creek,” and was 
located “about six miles up Brodhead’s Creek,” or 
about the present junction of Brodhead and Paradise 
Creeks. Michael Schour, who married his daughter 
Catherine, had an adjoining plantation. Salade’s 
oldest son was named Joris (or Julius), and, with his 
family also belonged to the Mission. Salade is not 
listed as a member of the Mission in 1754, nor men- 
tioned among the refugees of 1755, so he may have 
died between 1747 and those dates. His full name 
was Johann George Salade, and he was probably of 
French extraction. | 


23. DANIEL SHOEMAKER. 


Appears as a signer of the Petition of 1757, together 
with Garret and Benjamin Shoemaker. _ It is difficult 
to get the various members of the Shoemaker family 
in this district straightened out. If this Daniel was 
the senior of the family, he married Anna Prys De 
pue,—widow of Moses Depue. He owned a prop- 
erty on Brodhead’s Creek, about a mile east of the 
Daniel Brodhead place, and Jochem Shoemaker 
owned two tracts in what is now Stroudsburg terri- 
tory. They were all members of the Smithfield Re 
formed Dutch Church, and appear frequently in the 
church records. Later on, Garret Shoemaker was 
active in disturbing the Connecticut settlers in the 
Wyoming Valley, as were also a number of other 
Minisink inhabitants. Jochem Shoemaker died in 
1751, and was buried in the Mission cemetery. His 
was the first male interment. His widow married 
Dennis Reser. Jochem came from Rochester, Ulster 
Co., N. Y., where he was a free-holder and Captain 
of Militia in 1728. A number of his descendants 
are later found in the Wyoming Valley. 
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24. Apam Snax (Snell, Schnell). 


A resident on Cherry Creek. He and his family 
were taken in the Indian raid, and his daughter was 
killed near Tioga, having been shot in the leg, and 
so unable to travel. He evidently escaped and re- 
turned, as his name appears on the Petition of 1758 
to Governor Denny. | 


25. James Tipp. 


— This family name had a large variety of spellings, 


such as Tidd, Teed, Teet, Tead, Tid, Deets, Deedt, 
etc. On December 10, 1755, James Tidd, with John 
McMichael, Henry Dysart and Job Bakhorn, saw the 
attack on Brodhead’s home, from McMichael’s place, 
with the barns on fire, from 9 A. M. to4 P.M. The 
house was ably defended, and was not completely de- 
stroyed. James Garlinghouse was wounded at this 
time. Benjamin Tidd, Jr., John Tidd, and William 
Tidd all had their homes burned, and John Tidd was 
killed by the Indians on June 23, 1757. The Tidds 
had quite a large property in Smithfield, called “David 
Tidd’s Settlement.” 


26. LEONARD WEESER. 


The name was sometimes spelled Weisser, and Wee- 
zer. ‘The father, Nicholas Weeser, took up a tract 
of some 200 acres in 1743, on Cherry Creek, which 
afterwards became the property of John McDowell. 
Leonard was one of the younger men of Dansbury, 
being 20 years old when the French and Indian War 
began. He was captured on his father’s plantation, 
December 31, 1755, with Hans Adam Hess (son of 
Peter Hess, who was killed and scalped), and taken 
to Tioga Point, where he saw Daniel Williams’ wife 
and five children, and Benjamin Tidd’s wife and 
three children. He was one of the younger men 
who formed an independent military company on 
September 1, 1763. He married Lydia, daughter of 
Joseph Haines. Nicholas Weeser was killed by the 
Indians who captured his son, on December 31, 1755. 
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27. Joun WiLuiaAMson. 


A resident of Dansbury, who was 48 years old in 
1757. His name appears on several petitions. On 
April 20, 1757, he deposed as to the death of An- 
dreas Countryman. He and several others lived 
about ten perches from Fort Hamilton at that time. 
His farm lay north of Matthew Roe’s, on Jones’ 
Creek. He was employed by the Proprietaries to 
ascertain the facts about a new settlement north of 
the Blue Mountains, and in his report mentioned 
that about 100 families from Connecticut were cross- 
ing the northern part of the state on their way to 
settle in Wyoming Valley. His wife and mother 
were buried in the Moravian Mission’s cemetery. 


NON-RESIDENTS 


1. Aaron Dupuis (Depuy, Depue). 


A son of Nicholas Dupuis,—the first settler of the 
district, at Shawnee. An active and trusted citizen, 
storekeeper and landowner. The Dupuis Family 
were all prominent members of the Smithfield Re 
formed Dutch Congregation. 


2. JAMEs GARLINGHOUSE. 


His name appears on the two petitions, of 1'75'7 and 
1758, and a deposition regarding the events of De- 
cember 11, 1755, states that he was shot in the hand 
and the arm by the Indians in their raid. He later 
settled on the Chemung River with Abraham Mil 
ler, Jr., in 1790. J. G. Garlinghousen, whose name 
also appears on the Petition of 1757, was in all prob- 
ability the father of James. His plantation of fifty 
two acres was situated on LeFevre’s Creek, near 


Wind Gap. 


3. James HynpsHAw. 


An early resident of Walpack, N. J. He was a 
Deacon of the Reformed Dutch Church of Shawnee. 
He married Maria Dupuis, (DuPuy) September 12, 
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1746. Saw service in the French and Indian War as 
Lieutenant in Captain John Van Etten’s Company 
of militia soldiers, and sucteeded him in command at 
Forts Hamilton and Hyndshaw,—the latter of which 
was named after himself. 


AME e 


4, SOLOMON JENNINGS. 


Captain of an Ulster Scots Company of militia. One 
of the three walkers in the “walking-purchase”, of 
1737. He quit the walk at the Lehigh, (where the 
Bethlehem Steel Plant now is) and went to his home 
two miles above that point on the Lehigh,—in later 
years called the Geisinger Farm. He had several 
grants of land from the Proprietaries as a reward, but 
never lived on any of them, and was therefore not an 
actual resident of Dansbury, but often went there to 
his holdings, and later on military duty. He died on 
his plantation on the Lehigh, February 17, 1757. 
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5. WriiiaM PETER KNOLTON. 


—_—or ore ee ll 


A fan-builder of London, who, with his wife 
Hannah, emigrated to Philadelphia with a Moravian 
congregation in September, 1745. He presented to 
the Moravians, and sent to Bethlehem, where it ar- 
rived January 25, 1744, the first spinet used in that 
region. 


6. Rospert LEVERS. 


He came to America from England in April, 1743. 
He taught school for a time near Philadelphia, and 
associated himself with the Moravians. Later he was 
in the office of Rev. Richard Peters, whose partner 
he became in some land deals in Northampton 
County, making his home at present Saylorsburg, 
where he also kept an hotel and a store. He was a 
strong patriot in the Revolution, and forced many 
influential Tories to parole. He died at Easton, May 
20, 1788, while holding the office of Prothonotary of 
Northampton County. 
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7. WrriiaAm Parsons. 


Known as the “Father of Easton”. A trusted agent 
of the Penns, who moved from Lancaster to Easton, 
when the latter town was established in 1752 by 
Thomas Penn. He was at one time Surveyor-Gen- 
eral of Pennsylvania. He was strongly anti-German, 
and consequently at odds with the Moravians at first, 
but recovered from his prejudices in later years, and 
became on cordial terms with them, and also recon- 
ciled with his estranged family, who had all become 
members of the Moravian congregation. He was a 
Major in the militia, and was a most serviceable cit- 
izen during the French and Indian War, and also 
as a civilian. He died in Easton, December 1'7, 1757. 


8. Dick Van VLIET. 


Mentioned in the text. A Dutchman by birth, (a 
son-in-law of Tjerk Van Keuren, a magistrate of 
Kingston, N. Y.) who with his wife Rachel emir 
grated to Walpack, N. J., about 1742, and became 
a prosperous farmer and land-holder. He was an 
Elder in the Walpack Reformed Dutch Church, and 
held local offices also. 
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A LIST OF THE EARLIEST BAPTISMS AT DANSBURY 


1. Benjamin and Catherine Smith's daughter, born Nov. 20, 
1744, baptized by Brother Bruce, ANNE. 

2. James and Margaret Russell’s daughter, born Feb. 28, 
1745, baptized by Brother Bruce,—EuzaBETH.* 

3. Francis and Rebecca Jones’ daughter, born March 11, 
1745, baptized by Brother Bruce,—Jane.* 

4. John and Hannah McMichael’s daughter, born April 5, 
1745, baptized by Brother Bruce,—MarcareEteE.* 

3. John and Eleonore Baker’s daughter, born November 24, 
1745, baptized by Brother Reineke,—Susanan.} 

6. George and Mary Salade’s daughter, born May 1, 1746, 
baptized by Brother Ronner,—E.izasetu.t 





*Baptized April 7, 17495. 
{Baptized December 6, 1745. 
{Baptized June 1, 1746. 


A LIST OF SOME OF THE MARRIED COUPLES 
OF DANSBURY AND VICINITY 


Joseph Sawin married Catharina Varway. (Worley?) 

Robert Hannah married Eleanor Mollhalon, February 
27, 1745. They were both from Ireland. 

William Devore married Catrina Shoemaker. 

Joseph Haines married Helena Shoemaker. 

Enoch Freeland (New York) married Margaret Rafter 
(Ireland) on June 2, 1745. 

John Fish married Rebecca Harris. 

Jeremiah Flemmer married Geertye Decker. 

Elisha Johnson (New England) married Elizabeth Price 
(Wales) on November 8, 1747. 

Michael Shouer married Catherine Salathe, or Salade, on 
May 25, 1751. They were both of Smithfield, but formerly 
from Rynbeck. 

~ Denis Reser (Widower of Elizabeth Nurnburgh) mar- 
ried Rachel Van Garden (Widow of Jochem Shoemaker) 
on February 2, 1752. 
Joseph Wheeler (born in Esopus) married Molly Holmes 
(Smithfield) on September 4, 1748. 
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A DANSBURY MISSION LIST OF 1754 


from 


Moravian Gen’l Catalogues, Bethlehem 


In Charge: 


Thomas and Anna Yarrell. 
Joseph and Martha Powell. 
Jasper and Betty Payne. 


Members: 


Francis Jones. 
Ephraim Culver. 


Adherents: 


Judge Daniel Brodhead and Family—6 children. 

Ephraim Culver’s Family—4 children. 

Francis Jones’ Family—% children. 

Samuel Guttridge’s Family—10 children. 

John Hillman’s Family—10 children. 

Henry Countryman’s Family—%S children. 

Julius Salatee’s Family—7 children. 

Michael Schauer’s Family—daughter’s husband, and 
2 children. 

John Drake’s wife. 

John McMichael’s Family—6 children. 

Abraham Miller and she—4 children. 

: George Meiner’s Family. 

Old Hartman. 

Henry and Salome Guth. 


In Walpack— 


Nicolaus Scunover’s Family—7 children. 


In Paulinskill— 


Samuel Green and wife. 








Notre—The spelling was often phonetic. In the above “Guttridge” 
should be “Goodrich”, and “Salatee’’ should be “Saladé’. (Notice the in- 
formal way of registering Abraham Miller's wife,--a common practice.) 
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AV LIST OF INHABITANTS 
LOWER SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP 
1750-1755 


(As recorded in petitions, reports, warrants, surveys, patents, etc. 
These were not all recorded as land-owners, and some 
may have been employed by others.) 


Dansbury Shoemaker, Jochem 
Shouer, Michael 

Allison, Robert Wheeler, Joseph 
Baker, John Williamson, John 
Barber, Jonathan ’ 
Barber, Joseph 
Brewster, David Delaware Valley 
Brodhead, Daniel Fish fond 


Clark, William Gunsolus, Manuel 


Sea pra 2 1cOrY Hannah, Robert 
ee, an TE Hyndshaw, James 
Drake feat Jayne, William, or. 
Gather: Daniel Jayne, William, Jr. 
sits a Longshore, Robert 
Goodrich, Samuel monte 
Haines, Joseph >. 

Hartman, Abraham Van Etten, John 
Hillman, James 

Hillman, John Shawnee 

Sear Abncotndy DeLong, Francis 


Johnson, Elisha Dupuis, Aaron 
Jones, Francis Dupuis, Samuel 


McMichael, John 
McNab, William Freeland, Enoch 


Miner, Jacob 


Parker, Joshua (Bethlehem) 
Parks, Robert Jennings, Solomon 
Pierce, John 

- Reser, Denis 
Roe (Rowe), Matthew Worntogp 
Salade, George Garlinghouse, James 
Shoemaker, Daniel Garlinghouse, J. G. 
Shoemaker, Garret Levers, Robert 
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Cherry Valley 


Drake, Samuel 
McDowell, John 
Meiner, George 
Miller, Abraham 
Pugh, Hugh 

Sly, Jacob 

Snall, Adam 
Weeser, Leonard 
Weeser, Nicholas 


Uncertain 


Anderson, James 
Atkins, John 
Andrews, Benjamin 
Bainbridge, Daniel 
Bakhorn, Job 

Botts, Edward 
Cambden, John 
Castin, William 
Churchill, Giles 
Connor, Edward 
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Dailey, Charles 
Devore, William 
Fack, Isaac 
Flemmer, Jeremiah 
Gomar, Abraham 
Harris, Robert 
Hay, John 
Higgins, John 
Lawrence, William 
Logan, Daniel 
McIntosh, Daniel 
Mickle, Nicholas 
Petty, Jacob 

Ray, Moses 

Reser, Jacob 
Roberts, Daniel 
Smith, William 
Tidd, Benj., Jr. 
Tidd, John 

Tidd, William 
Vanderlip, Benjamin 
Vanderlip, Frederick 
Whittier, William 
Wright, Jeremiah 
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(Extract of a letter from Easton, December 20, 1755) 


“The enclosed is a list of Persons killed and houses burnt 
in the upper part of Northampton County, as near as I 
could collect, which may be depended upon as authentic. 
The barbarous and bloody scene which is now opened in the 
above place is the most lamentable that perhaps has ever 
appeared. There is no person who is possessed of any 
humanity but would commiserate the deplorable fate of these 
unhappy people. There may be seen horror and desolation, 
populous settlements deserted, villages laid under ashes, men, 
women and children cruelly mangled and massacred, some 
found in the woods very nauseous for want of interment, 
some just reeking from the hands of their savage slaughterers. 
and some hacked and covered all over with wounds. Samuel 
Dupui seems to be very near being in the same deplorable 
situation, and will unavoidably share the same fate with his 
neighbors. On his applying to Mr. Stewart and myself, we 
raised a fine company of men to go to his assistance, and 
when we arrived there, we were informed that Brodhead’s 
house, which is about five miles further down, was sur’ 
rounded and besieged by the Indians, upon which we marched 
to his relief and escorted him and his effects to Delaware, 
with what cattle and effects we could find in the night. We 
continued thereabouts four days, and all the while heard 
nothing but outcries and alarms, and our sentries were fired 
upon by some Indians hovering around Dupui’s home, which 
may be deemed a sure prognostic of its destruction. Last 
Tuesday morning we had intelligence of some Indians being 
in a swamp about two miles distant from Robert Allison’s. 
Whereupon we went in quest of them with the utmost expe- 
dition, and soon got sight of them, driving off a parcel of 
Hogs, when we imprudently dismounted from our horses, 
and pursued them on foot about two miles, but we were 
obliged to halt and acknowledge ourselves no match for them 
at the heels. We recovered the Hogs, and had we kept on 
our horses we would undoubtedly have taken and killed 
every one of them. I have, whilst sealing this letter, an 
express acquainting me that the Indians have crossed the 


-Delaware in a large body.” 
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A List oF THE PEOPLE KILLED AT MINNESINKS 


John Bush, wife, son and einai 4 
Lambert Brink are 
Benjamin Tidd and family. . a 
Matthew Roe 1 
David Williams, wife, and five ehildren . 7 
P. Golding . Me eS 
Frederick Hoeth and flnihs é Ad 


Cornelius Van Aken, Garret Van ‘Campen, 
with fifteen of their families . 
Several German Palatinates, and their flies 


SVOSeC th De gn} at a ual ah ae eg 

H. Van Fleur ; SOE Cay nt motinien” Hitt | 

Adam Snall and farhily tl ge a ee ee 

BreWemeecker ane family uy °, er eS aS 

John Worley andallhisfamily. . . . 8 
— 89 persons 


Housszs BuRNT 


Robert Hannah Samuel Drake 
William James, Sr.** Wm. Contryman 
William McNab John Hay 

Robert Allison Abraham Gammers* 
James Anderson Abraham Miller 
John Fish Job Bakhorn 

Robert Harris ‘ 


Joshua Parker 


fee es Captain Johnson 
— John Tidd 
TE William Tidd 
Robert Parke Solomon Jenkins} fT 
Daniel Logan | John Hillman 
Jacob Sly Samuel Guttridf 
William Whittier Francis Jones 

John Atkins Abraham Hartman 
Daniel Reeves Daniel Bainbridge 
Wm. James, Jr.** Benj. Tidd, Jr. 

B. Vanderlaps Jacob Reser 
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Ephraim Culver, Grist and Saw Mill. 
John Drake, Saw Mill. _ 
John McMichael, Saw Mill. 


(The above letter is to be found among some unclassified papers on 
Monroe County, in the Historical Society’s Rooms at Philadelphia.) 


* Gomar. 


+ Goodrich. 
++ Jennings. 


** Jayne. 


Norrts REGARDING THE ABOVE REport, By R. R. H. 


—John Tidd was murdered by the Indians and fearfully 
mangled on June 23, 1757. (See Van Etten’s Journal 
that date. F. F.) 


—Leonard Weeser saw David Williams’ wife and five chil- 
dren, and Benjamin Tidd’s wife and three children as 
prisoners at Tioga, in January, 1756. 


—Of the eleven members of the Hoeth community men- 
tioned as killed, some few escaped, and some were taken 
captive. Frederick Hoeth, his wife Johanetta, and their 
daughters Catharina, Carolina, and Johanetta were killed. 
Mariana was carried off, and forced to marry an Indian. 


(Bethlehem Diary,—1756.) 


—Adam Snell was taken prisoner and escaped. His daugh- 
ter was killed. 


—(Such raids continued for many years. On the night of 
June 18, 1782, a party of Indians attacked a house in 
Lower Smithfield Township, and took its inmates prison- 
ers,—John Tidd, Jr., William Cortright, and Edward Mc- 
Ginness. Captain Shoemaker hurriedly formed a rescue 
party, followed the Indians, and attacked them ina swamp. 
Teed and Cortright ran towards the party when the firing 
began, and the Indians shot Cortright through the thigh 
and Teed through his bowels. Teed died, and McGinness 
had been murdered and scalped that morning before being 
overtaken by the rescuers.) 
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PETITION OF 1757 
The following Petition was read in the Provincial Coun- 
cil, June 6th, 1757, after the return of quite a few of the 
Minisink farmers to their plantations, after the flight to 
safety at the end of the year 1755,—the beginning of the 
French and Indian War. 


To the Honourable William Denny, Esq., 
Lieutenant-Governor and Commander in Chief 
in and over the Province of Pennsylvania, etc. 


Most humbly sheweth: 


That the Scituation of the Petitioners being part of the 
Frontiers of the Province have for some time past suffered 
many and great Difficulties by the Excursions of the Savages 
until your Honor’s accession to this Province and the Treaty 
held with the Indians at Easton, which afforded the Prospect 
of a Peace and gave your Petitioners encouragement to re- 
turn again to their Farms in order to Plant and to Support 
their Distressed Familys in a peaceable manner. But so it 
has happened, and please your Honour to our inexpressible 
Surprize, those perfideous murderers have renewed their 
Barbarities by Killing, Scalping and Captivating the Inhabi- 
tants in a most dreadfull manner, which has oblidged your 
Honour’s petitioners to assemble with their Familys together 
for their Better Defense. But as the number of men now 
here will not be sufficient to Defend themselves and Familys 
any long time against the Enemy, they must inevitably either 
fall into their hands to be Massacreyed or Desert the post 
, either of which must be attended with fatal 





now at 
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Consequesces to the next Frontiers and being well assured 
(under those Dismall apprehensions) that the next under 
Divine Providence your Honour is our Protector and there- 
fore Desire that our Deplorable Circumstances may be taken 
into Consideration and that such relief therein may be 
granted as your Honour in your wisdom shall Direct and 


your Hounour’s Petitioners as in Duty bound Shall Ever 
Pray. 


John Filinion, 


James Garlinghouse. 


J. G. Garlinghousen. 


John McMichael. 
John Teed. 

John Drake. 
Henry Contryman. 
John Williamson. 


Francis Jones. 


Daniel Shoonmaker. 
William Devore. 
Garret Shomaker. 
Benjamin Shomaker. 
Michael Shouer. 
Aaron Dupui. 
Charles Dailey. 
Joseph Wheeler. 
Moses Ray. 


William McNab. 
William Clark. 


John McDoule. 
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PETITION OF 1758 


To The Honourable William Denny, Esq., 


Lieutenant Governor and Commander in Chief of the 
Province of Pensylvania, and Counties of New 
Castle, Kent and Sussex upon Ree HES and Captain 
General of same:— 


The Petition of the Distressed Inhabitants of Lower 
Smithfield Township in the County of Northampton most 
hunbly sheweth 


That your Honours petitioners are under some appre: 
hensions that the Company of Soldiers Commanded by James 
Hyndshaw are to be removed from their present Station and 
of our being left in a Defenseless posture, That your Peti- 


-tioners Have had Intelligence of a Body of upwards of Three 


Hundred French and Indians that are coming Down to Dis- 
tress the Frontiers of this province and as this part at present 
seems the most Defenseless it is very probable that we shall 
be the first attacked, That your petitioners Have at present 
but 12 men allowed by the province which we Humbly ap- 
prehend Can afford us but little assistance and further we 
Humbly Conceive that in case we were attacked by so large 
a party we must inevitably fall an easy prey to our Cruel 
Savage Enemy unless your Honour is pleased to afford us a 
reinforcement, which we flatter ourselves we are assured off, 
your Honour Having Hitherto since your Succession to this 
province exercised a very Fatherly Care over us, for which 
we Return our most Hearty thanks, and further we being 
well assured that next to Divine Providence your Honour is 
our protector we submit our Circumstances to your Superior 
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Knowledge to act for us who as Loyall Subjects are deter- 


mined with your Honours assistances to stand against any 


Enemy that may attempt to invade us, and your Honours 
petitioners as in Duty Bound Shall ever pray— | 


Aaron Duput. 
John McMichael. 
Daniel Shoemaker. 
William Clark. 
Samuel Dupui. 
Daniel Brodhead. 
Abraham Miller. 
Nicolas Mickle. 
Leonard Weeser. 
John Cambden. 
Frederick Vanderlip. 
James Hilman. 
John Hilman. 
William Smith. 


John McDoull. 
William McNab. 
Edward Connor. 
Robert Hanah. 
Daniel McIntosh. 
Michael Shouer. 
John Williamson. 
James Garlinghousing. 
John Higgins. 
Isaak Fack. 

Enoch Freeland. 
John Drake. 
Jeremiah Flemmer. 


Adam Snall. 


Frances Delong 


(Presented to the Council on March 11, 1758.) 
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A LATER SMITHFIELD MILITARY COMPANY 


a 


On September 1, 1763, the undersigned formed them- 
selves into an independent company, for mutual protection, 
and requested sanction and assistance from the Colonial 
Government, after electing John WanCampen, captain: 


Joseph Wheeler, lieutenant, and Cornelius WanCampen, 


ensign. 


Benjamin Arey, 
John Cambden, 
William Carrel, 
John Chambers, 
William Clark, 
John Countryman, 
Charles Dailey, 
William Devore, 
Nicholas Dupui, 
James Errel, 

John Fish, 
Benjamin Foster, 
Benjamin Haines, 
Joseph Haines, 


Peter Haines, 


Samuel Hendy, 

James Higerman, 
Charles Holmes, 
Jonathan Hunlock, 
Henry Pensil, 
Benjamin Shoemaker, 
Benjamin Shoemaker, Jr., 
Elijah Shoemaker, 
Garret Shoemaker, 
Moses Shoemaker, 
Michael Sly, 

William Smith, 
Benjamin VanCampen, 
Isaac Vanorman, 


Leonard Weeser. 


ustgetneneaal ee ny te tis otc ta emer tn Arehttn ctning Sepa ed nae 
i ae a eS ee tata tena 


Note—These were largely the younger men about Dansbury and 
Shawnee,—the children of the original settlers. Indian depredations were 
still frequent in 1763, although the French and Indian War had ended, 
and they continued so until Sullivan’s punitive expedition in 1779. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES 


It is always well to keep in mind the physical changes 
that take place as time goes on, through modern improve- 
ment. For example, the river view along the Lehigh at 
Bethlehem today (1932), is greatly altered from that of 
Provincial Times, through the advent of the canal, and the 
removal of Calypso Island to straighten the Lehigh Valley 
Railroad tracks, to say nothing of the new viaduct bridge. 
Very few localities have escaped similar marked changes, 
and many natural features have been removed completely, 
or have been altered and subjected to change of name. 


In Stroudsburg, the small mill-race used to flow south 
between Pocono Creek and the present location of the Indian 
Queen Hotel, and just west of, and parallel to, Martha 
Street (or S. 9th). At one time it was carried under Main 
Street, and, further down, a grist mill was located upon it. 


_ This race may possibly have had its origin in the water sup- 


ply arrangements for the old fort. 


The course of McMichael’s Creek seems to have been 
altered at its junction with Brodhead’s Creek. All of the old 
maps show a decided bend to the north and then to the 
south at that point. However, this may have been the result 
of a sketchy original survey,—not made to actual measure- 
ments. 


In early times Brodhead’s Creek was known as the 
Analomink, and sometimes as Smithfield Creek. Brodhead’s 
house was about a mile from, and:in plain sight of, Fort 
Hamilton. (Frontier Forts, Vol. 1, page 294). It is there- 
fore evident that, at that time, most of present Stroudsburg 
was free of forest, and was probably farm land. 


Cherry Creek was called Scot’s Run up to 1770. This 
was after the Scotchman, McDowell, who was a very wor- 
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thy and esteemed man, and the creck might well have been 
named McDowell’s Creek, to perpetuate his name. 


Contented Valley was the long valley north of Weir 
Mountain, watered by Pohopoco Creek, between the present 
Brodheadsville and Kresgeville. Hoeth’s settlement lay in it. 


Jones’ Creek, later called Little Pocono, was just west of 
Pocono Creek, and followed much the same course, both 
emptying into McMichael’s Creek. It appears on the U. 5S. 
Topographical Map, Delaware Water Gap Quadrangle, 
flowing this way, but in later years its mouth has been filled 
up, and its waters turned into the Pocono north of Main 
Street. It is shown following this latter course on Scull’s 


Map of 1770, but called Jones's Creek. 


The ridges south of Stroudsburg were known as Peque- 
tin Mts. 


Upper Smithfield extended from below Bushkill to Mil- 
ford, as late as Scull’s Map of 1'770,—now Pike County. 


The Lecha—Lehigh—River was often called the West 
Branch of the Delaware. The Indian name was Lechaweeki, 
—shortened to Lecha, and corrupted into Lehigh. There 
were innumerable spellings of these. Lechaweeki means 
‘where there are forks.” 


The present Port Jervis was first called Mechackamack. 


The present Neversink River was known as the Me- 
chackamack. 


The present city of Allentown was first called North 
ampton. 
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